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The Preface to the R eader. 


==x= Mpedocles of Aprigen- 

| eum being demanded 

| why twas ſo bard to 

finde out a wiſe man, 

garve this reaſon ; be- 

cauſe ( ſaid be } none can finde oneont , 

who is not ſo bimſelfe ; therby inferring , 

| that unleſſe there bee a proportion 5e- 

tweene the object and the power , it will 

never bee. able to produce the. effetts 
{lowing from it. 

"Upon this ground it may be well con- 
cluded, thar t'ss impoſbible for anyto 
| givea true deſcription of Eternity, who 
| bath uo ſn>fiſtance but tn time ; aud cer- 
| tatnely , although ſomo ſpirit Publima- 
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T he Preface 


fed by the dayly contemplation of Eter- 
gall things 3 may perbaps bee able to 
(hew us ſome imperfett Ideas , of thoſe 
perfecb beauties whereon they are ena- 


of my $1x18 in queſt of tranſitory aud fa- 
ding things , to underiake the baxdling 
of a ſubje& which cannot bee. wortbi- 
ly expreſſed by leſſe. then an Angel, nor 
be concerved in this life by buman kind, 
Wbileſs Hannibal was with rbe Kins 
Antiochus in Epheſus, where they were 
bufied in making preparation for a war 


moured, yert is a meere extravagance | 
in mee woo have imployed the beſt pare 


againſt the Romans, he wasinvited by | 


ſome of the great Kings favourites to | 


beareone Phormio a Philo ſopber read 


a Lefure of military diſcipliue, and the 
auty of a General and barving per- 


formed | 


to the Reader. 


 formedit witothe applauſe of all the 
auditory , HANNIBALL being deman- 
ded bts opinion of the man , anſwered 
that be bad indeed formerly [een divers 
mad men y but never any onc ſo mad as © 
PHoRMIO, Who barving,never miewed 
troopes on their marcb,never ſpent one 
night in the trenches, or performed the 
leaſs duty of aSouldier,would norwith - 
ſtanding take upon bimſelfe to order an 
Army preſcribe rules unto a General. 
It ts certainly much eafier to com- 
prebend all military knowledee which is 
contained in thefinir? number of ſome 
precepts drawne from reaſon and expe- 
rience;tben fatbom the bottemleſs Abyſs 
_ of Erermty , which bolds no proportion 
at all with tie narrow limiss aud ſbal- 
lowneſſe of humane reaſon , and conſe- 
quently 
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The Preface 
gently to undertake the handling of 
_ #blsſubjeft.is a much greater madneſſe 
then tbat of PHORMIO. 
This being ſo , 1doubs not but there 
_ will be ſome, who unſatisfied with what 
i fhall jet down,will queſtion #pon what 

gronmnds 1 have. ad ventured to pub. 
liſh my conceptions upon Eternity, jo | 
many excellent pennes barving alrea- 
dy imploied themſelves in the deciphe- | 
' ring of it.) and will conclude. , that as | 
bis errour is to bee. pittied, who con + 
rrary tots expettation,(fatles) by the. 
 weakeneſie. of bis forces to performe_. 
That. hee bath undertaken ; ſo bis 
 madneſſe. is unexcuſable, obs under. 
takes what himſelfe knowes,ic not co bee 
performed. 
I will not poc about ro juſtifie my ſelfe 
goainſt 


; 
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to.the Reader; 
aoainſs thetr reprehenfions which per- 

| baps have nruth for their foundation; all 
1 /ball ſay & , I harve written this onely 
for my 0wne private uſe, that might at 
times of leiſure view the diſcoveries | 
have made of that Cotntrey to which I 
tend; and on which time at the fbutting 
| in of my lives courſe will laud me, aud 1 
haye publiſbed it not as conceirving | 

| could better what hath formerly 
| been writes, but out of an opinion,tba# 
' myconcetts (though ſbors of what ocbers 
| have delivered) might bit the humor of 
' ſome one or 0ther, and waken bim from 
ebat lerbargie wherein theWerld bolds 
the m05} part of neu during their lives, 
thar-he might look ahoutintime and pro- 
Vide bimſelfe for that Eternall babitati- 
on; rboje w90 aro ſlung withthe Taran- 
inla 


The Preface 


| rnla,caunot be cured but by Muſick, and 
& Ihavebeardibatris not alwayes the 
| beſtiTunes belp the diſeaſed Patients, but 
| ſuch a(bow extravagant ſoever) fimpa- 
thixe moſt with chetr inclinations. 
© Reader [having giventhee this at- 
| count ofmy ſelfe, | proceed briefly toſet 
| down tbe ſubſtance of this (bort Trea- 
tiſe: inthe firſt place, | [ball endeavour 
40 let thee kyuow what Eternityii 5 in 
the jecond,te deſcribe what our conditi- | 
on will bee init : © in thelaſ} place, to | 
ſer down |uch Rules as may ( being obſer- | 
ved) render us perfettly happy mw that | 
fixed condition, wherein Eternity will 
place us :all | require from thee is , that 
if chou approve not what | write, thou 
wilt (at leaſ# ) approrue che gvod will 
wher with tis written, Fareyell. 
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SEEEEPEEDED EGS 
A Diſcourſe upon the Nature of Eter- 

" _.  —_ 

2A Ne of che Maximes whereitt 

£2 Philoſophers (norwirhſtan- 
ding the many different 0+ 
pimons among them) doe 
| accord, is this Ntbil eff 448 

intel: Qu, quod non price fuit in fenſs ; that 
| rs, nothing is in'our underſtanding which 
| harh not firſt gained it's admittance 
| through che ſenſes our foules during the 
' time of their impriſonment in'our b 
; dies, ſeeme to'bee {o'nerrowly coopr u 
| by ourlenſes whoglard all the avenues, 


| by which any intelligence of the greay 
| Lok manſhipk of narare: bly ow = 
; ed to then';rhar they get notice of no« 
 thing,ſave whar isbrotight chem'by cheir 
- . We. fe 
 Well'may the exterior objeds afliſts 
| && by the Sunns light filltheaire with = 
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4 A Diſcourſe upon the 


the repreſentation of their ſeveyerall ſpe- 
cles , .but the underſtanding will not bee 


able ro know any thing either of the 
ſhape or colour,unleſle they paſsthrough * 
the eye into the common ſenſe, and bee 

tranſmitted to the fancy, 


” "* 


- The warbling Choriſters of the aire, 


- may wel cauſe both the woods & vallies, 


eccho, with their melodious ſoundes ; 
2nd all the famous Orators diſplay the | 
vmoſt.charmes of winning Rhetoricke; | 
but i our cares. deny them entrance to | 
che :braine. , they will atlaſt die inthe | 
aite where they yycre formed , withour 
piving us the laſt znformation , either of 
theigharmony, qr meaning, 

"AN the rareſpices of the Fall may well 
evaporate rhemſelves to norhing before 
eur cyc5; Wirhouz leaving any other ſenſe 
of their rich perfumes, bit what our 
fmeling-ſhall convey untp us. And if a- 
nother Monarck farr furpallng 4 erg | 


w.the richcfle,and cxrens of his ) thi- 


Lek ao nd 


o0n5;ſnguld unpeople the three Elements, | 
eo: furniſh our; @ ſumptuous feaſt that 
might, 


Mex F | 

—___ MNaturedf Eternity, "A 
fmighe (hew forth the greatneſſe of his 
mag nificence, Wee. were not able ro ditt- 
inguiſh any ot thoſe exquiſite dainties, 
' and delicious wines., farther chen whar 
our taſts ſhould diQare unto us. «_ 

| Infine,, our, Soules,; notwithſtanding 
their immarteriall ſubſtance,,. and the fa- 
culries of will andunderſtanding, wahere- 
| by they, thinke themſelves equall ro the 
; Celcſitall Spirits  ( were but thoſe gates 
; dammed up whereof our ſenſes are the 
| Porters) would (like the Agyprians du- 
| Ting the three daies dari enefſe where- 
Sik God plagued rhem) bee forced to fit 
ſtil,nor could the Heavenlygifts of reaſo- 
ning and reſolving availe chem ought ro- 
wards the diſcovery of truth: or goods. 
neſſe;'which are the onely object of their 


Bo 

..; The ſports:wee now diſcover in the 

; Sunn, the yallies in the Moon, and Starrs 
| thar. moove in; an Epicycle about the 
Planet Jupirery| had been Erernally con- 
. cealed from alt-man-kinde;, had nor the 
' invention of Gahlew perſpeQiyes by at- 
RY TT TRUE 


fl A Diſcourſe apon ihe 
the weakneſle of our fight ,, diſcovered | 
them unto our eyes and Lanr verily per- | 
ſwaded that all thoſe rare effe&s of na+ ; 
ture which wee now attribute to ſimpe- | 
thy, to antipathy,or other occule cauſes, 
are indeed onely materiall quallitics, 

bur too ſubrile ro bee perceived by our 
ſenſes, which is the cauſe thar all our 
rareſt wits are at a faule in queſt of 
them, and pay usonely with obſcure | 
tcrmes inſtead of truth. | 
Ercrnity alone is that can never fall to 


Lee the objec of our ſenſes ;the infinity 
of ir's duration cannot be comprehended 
by their finite powers, and time. doth 
hurzie us away ſo faſt over the race of 
_ our mortallity, that we have not the lea- 
ſure to: contemplate its ſtable firmneſle, 
not ſubje& to thoſe lawes of ruine by | 
waich ticaver- and earth ſhall- one day { 
periſh. This rruth is excellently confir-! \ 

c 

c 


med unto us by the Apoſtle, when hee 
ſaich that neither eyc hath ſeene, care. 
heard, nor hath ir entred into the heart; 
of-man , to. conceive the excellencies oh? 1 
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CY 
«as 4 


Aature of Etermty 


| what God hath preparcd in ſtore for 
' thoſe that fearc him. Eccraity is ſurely 
; one of the molt precious of all thoſe ble(- 
| fings,and the Triſagion or thrice holy, fo 
* much renowned in the Greeke Church, 
25 2 Hymne delivered tro them by the 
 mouthes of Angells, Sans D:w, ſan 
forts, Sant smmortals, puts 1mmortallicy 
inthe laſt place, ascomplemenr of che 
| Pivinepertections, | 
| When Miſes mooved with a holy 
j Quriofity , defired hee might behold the 
+ face of God, he was an(wered it was im- 
| poſſible ro ſee that and live; all this be- 
. Joved Patriarch could obtaine, was li- 
; cence to view the glory of his hinder 
-. parts in paſſing by ; and what is thereby 
. meant ſave onely this; that weemay be 
; permitred here on Earth,to contemplate 
; the Divine perfe&ions in the Creatures , 
-. Which are the leaſt, and meaneſt effects 
3 Of His power, being produced during the 
> continuance of fleeting time, bur that all 
7 ſollid joyes, together with his bearificall 
{+ viſion, are reſerved onely for ſuch as fix 
bp B 3 thcir. 
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6 A Diſcomſe upon the 
their habitations in the bleſ dwelling of | 
Eecrnity, OI; 10-0 
' Saint Paul being through ſpeciall fa. | 
vour wrapt into the. third Heaven that | 
| hee might rake a taſt of thoſe Celeſtiall ' 
picaſurcs, thinkes it not lawfull tourrer 
the Arcana, that is, theſublime, and hid- 
den things which hee learned rhere ; the 
greateſt height we can attaine unto whi- | 
| Jeſt wee are heere, 15 to contemplate the | 
myſtcries which ſhall be there revealed, | 
per ſpeculam in enigmate, through a glals; 
 inadarkeriddle: what is this glaſſe, buc 
faith , by whoſe aſſiſtance our faint eves | 
areable without dazeling , to looke vp- 
on the Sunn of truth, even God himſelte, 
and expound thoſe riddles that paile the 
reach of humane underſtanding? ': 
Relying 'rhertfore upon this guide, I 
ſhall begin to ſearch into the Nature of 
| Eternipy, becauſe her Maxims,/arc Itke a 
clew ot'thread ler downe from Heaven 
zo Icad us with ſecurity, and humblencſle. 
into the underſtanding of Divine myſte- 
ries z thatſo wee may notitray in the, 


E 6 | wilds 
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Ntare of Eternity, 7) 


' | wild maze of {elfe opinion, whereiu the 
' oreatelk part of. humatic kinde do.wan- 
er endleſly 3 and loſe. themlelves , at. 
laſt being intrapped in the. peralclous : 
| ſnares, of overweaning pride, or. fupid 
IFnOrance, ..'.. .. Ris 
" When the Divines endegvour tb.de- 
ſcribe rhe Deity unto us, they make us 
of three ſores of Artribuces : the firſt as _ 
| they call them negative; the ſecond rela--- 
tive , and the third poſyrive ; the firſt; 
' ſhew what hee is not , and the ſecand 
what hee isin relationtous , orto 
ſome qther being , but the third. 
which ſhould declare unto us: ,. 
 Whar hee 1s in himſechte, faile to per» 
forme it, becauſe all rearmes Explicare 
 onely cyr conceptions; and wee can con 
ceive nothing bur whar is infinitely hors 
of his perfetions :; they call him 1ncreg- 
: ted and immorcall , char. wee may khow 
: Hiseſſence is incompatible, with whar- 
 focver- hath eicher ending or beginnings 
they terme him Creator and Redeemer; 


A Þifcourfe apon the 


s 


fings we enjoy herc or expe heercatter 


arc bue dependancies v 
Bur when they tell us of his vertyes , and 
ofbis wifdome, they intend not that we 
ſhould thereby underſtand ſuch vermes 
orſuch wi(dome asare inus ; nor an af- 
fe&ion, or habirof his will 4nclining him 
eo purſue alwayes the difares of a'right 
xcaſon , nor @ perſpicacity of judgement 
ezabling him to diſtinguiſh upon all oc- 
calions 'the reall rrurhs, from thoſe 
that ſeeme ſo; which norwithſianding 
3s the proper meaning of choſe rearmes , 
whereas the Divine vertues, and wit- 
dome are neither qualities, nor habits , 


bur the very eſſence and being of God | 


himſelfe, which cannot bee knowne or 


# 


riour to him, 


thereby informing us that all the blefe | 
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comprehended by any other nature infe: | 


Ir being therefore admitted that wee | 


can never write Ur conceive any thing 
worthily of the Pivine Nature, how is 1t 
paſlible, I ſhould bee able to explicate the 
Nature of Eternity , which is the meg- 
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Natare of Eternity. 9 


fure of his duration, and oneof the moſt 
excellent of all tus atrribuces > God him- 


ſelfe ſeemes ro glory 1n ur when being aſs © | 


ked his name by the greatParriarchAdeſes 
he gives him only this deſcriprion of him- 
ſelte , Egoſum quiſum. I am he char am, 
without mentioning either his 
juſtice,or any of his other artribures, gi- 
ving us thereby rounderſiand thar all his 
other artribures depend upon his being 
(according to rhe order of our conceptt- 
ons)as their foundation;that other rbings 
bave ancxiſtece whoſe beginning flowes 
fr..m his power,angd whoſe continuance is 
an cffc& only cf his wil;thar nothing bath 
a ſtable independany being ſaye onely he, 
and thar ip fine, no happineſle or per- 
fe&ion 15 to bee priſed, it the enjoyment 
of ir be nor ſecured unto us by Eternity, 
This meaſure ot Gods being, cannot 
( by any poſitive terms which wee can - 
uſe )bee comprehended , or defined , nor 
can it bee illuſtrated to humane under. 
Kandings , by other meanes then by con- 
lidering.the garure of it negatively, and 
comparatively, 


wer, his 
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"o 9 Niſcourſe upon the 
comparatively, unto thoſe things which 
have a being during the continuance of 
time, the firſt of which conſiderations 
ſhall be of the infirtty thereof; whieh(as 
I ſaid before )is a texme purely negative , 
and repreſents nothing at all unto our i- 
maginations,the only conception we can 
frame upon it ; being of ſomething , nor 
circumſcribed by ends, or bounds, as are 
all the objects which preſent themſelves 
——__sz  [o. 
 Weare aſtoniſhed when we conſider 
the vaſt extent of this habitable earth 
which hath ſufficed to the produttion 
and nouriſhment. of the innumerable 
number of men now living , or that have 
had a being ſince the Creation of the 
World, and we are notwithſtanding fa- 
tisfted both by the demonſtrations of 
Colmographers, and relations of Navi- 
tcrs,thar a ful third part of it 1s yer undil-.: 
covered. Theimmence quantity of waters 
in the Ocean, feemes to pole Arithme- 
eicke,.to number all the ſeverall drops of 
water contained in it » but above-allthe 
= |: Heavens 
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leavens incircling round this ball made 
in of Earth, Water, and the other Ele- 
ments, and exceedingit fo far in bignefle, 
that all of it rogether beares in compart- 
ſon ro them bur ſuch proportion ( accor- 
ding tro rhe Aſtronomers computation) 
as a point in midle of a circle, to the cir- 
cumtcrence , doth with its unmeaſurable 


\! 


greatneſſe our vie the force of humane 
underſianding, toconceave ahy idea of 
irs dimenſions ; and yes when wee confi- 
' _. der, but withthe leaſt atcention theſe 
' great workemanſhips of God,and ſearch 

+ * "into the nature ofthem , wee muſt needs 
be ſarisfied they are not infinite ; for that 
conſiſting ( as our ſenſes can informe us) 
of finite parts; themſelves muſt likewiſe 
bee of the ſame nature with the parts 
whereof they are compoſed : who is it 
that perceives noe when hee takes up a 
ſhovell full cf earth from the ground , or 
bur a diſh of warcr our of the Sea, that 
thoſe portions of the two Elements are 
fizire, and t}:4t cur ror being able to find 
- Out gheir Cora quantity, —__ not 
| rom 


$z A Diſcourſe apon the 
f- from any contradidtion in their natures , 
{ gobceſurveyd or meaſured , but onely 
from the weakneſſc of our forces? who 
15 1t that can doubt when hee perceives 
the Sunne draw neerer to us bur that the 
diſtance betwcene us and him is finite? 
Gince were jt otherwiſe, it were not ca- 
pable of increaſe or diminution. And 
who in fine can make a queſtion bur 
thar che Heavens gre circumſcribed by 
certaine bounds, and limits, when hee 
behols chem to bee perperually meaſu- 
xed by the Sunn , Moone, andthe other 
Planers in their ſeverall motions, accor- 
ding to whoſe different races , wee give 
| beginning and ending, unto our houres , 
_ dayes, months, years, and to our ages. 
Archimedes was of opinion hee could 
have mooved the world, had there been 
aay other place out of ir, upon which he 
might have fixed his infirument ; and I 
am certainly perfwaded that when wee 
ſhall bee freed our of this cage of earth 
wherein our ſoules are incloſed during 
this life ; wee ſhall with caſe bee able to 
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lurveigh 


CE i te et. 


| 


RT T——O—_— oF 1 O_o 


were paſt would ſkill continue conſtanr 


Katare of Eternity. 15 
farveigh and comprehend , the Heavens, | 
the Earth , and all che other workman» © 
ſhips ot nature that now appeare t@ bee 
ſo far beyond the reach of humane un-« 
derſtanding, And yet when our inlar- 
ged {oules all have che power to circle. 
carth , ſound hell, and meaſure all the 
vaſt extent of Wleaven, how little or ra» 
ther nothing at all will chat appeare, be- 
ing comparedunto infinity > if wee were 
able ro number all the droppes'of water 
inthe Sea , and count the ſands upon the- 


| ſhore, andif forevery one of them-wee 


were to live an age before wee died, yer 
were this cerme as nothing being-conx « 
pared unto Eternity ,: fince time would 


at laſt conſuine all rhar large iocke of 
our ſubſiſtance , and Kternity when thar 


inthe full poſſcſhon of all its being. 

Ariftatle was of opinion the world - 

wherein wee live had no beginning, and = 

ſhou'd never have an ending , perſwaded 

thereunto by the inceſſant viciflitude of 

generation ,, andcorruption ,andthe -_ 
c 


14 A Diſcourſe up#z the | 
led conrle of Nature which perpetuate! 
all che ſeverall ſpecies, or kinds of things, 
notwithſtanding the continual decay of 
the individualls , whicreof they are com- 
poled 3 it this imagination of his were 
rrue ,” it would then tollow, that the du- 
ration of the world , ſhould bee indeed 
perpetuall ,” bur nor infinite, and that it 
woyld have nothing init approaching to 
che pure fimplicity ot an Erternall being. 
Fort time be divided (as reafon,expert- 


ence ,” and the opinion of-all Philoſo-. - 
phers,” aflure us ris) into paſt,preſenr, and 


ro come, how can that ( though nere ſo 
farr extended )-bee-without end > whoſe. 
very being -confiſts in a perpetuall fluxe 
of ending and Oeginning ; or howcan, 
that bee' without*bounds > whoſe two 
parts/tharis, the firſt andlaft , are not ar 
all ;and whoſe third part (wherein one- 


-” 


narrow limits, that we can hardly think 


+rehonghr,during'the rerme of its durati- 
hariretemblance canthere bee 


. 
1 
. 


w 


on rand 


[yit fabliſts)is circuticrtbed within ſuch 


SED! -: Es; g- * J Ci i > 56 1 | 
ih'itof Eternity the one being in a con-, 
3s rinuall 


& 


| 


 Nyatureof Eternity: . is 
tinuall motion,' and the other.ina con+ 
Kant quter;the one perpetually:changing, 
and the other never f{ubjec to alterariop; 
and the one 'infine ſubſiftivg' onely 
in' the-ſhore inftants of the preſent 
time , Whereas the: other comprehends 
all times paſt, prefent , and to come zz 
in the pure ſimplicity of a preſent being; 
From this ground ; there ariſeth, another 
conſideration of the Nature of:Eternity, 
thar is of the indiviſibility thereoft,which 
I make the- ſubje& of my next :reilefti- 
ON, | {<13.0 rr on 
Indiviſibility is a terme alfo negative 
which repreſents unto us onely 'ſcmec. 
thing that cannor bee parcelled our by 
portions as the things of this inferiour* 
world way bee, Divide, et rmpera, that is? 4 
diyide and governe, is a maxime:.ſ{ucceſs' * 
fully praQtifed by the Politicians , where | 
making uſe of . the. priyate: difſen-+ / 
rions* either” of a'Qirty., or Commgns 
wealth, they obtaine andpreſfrve there< 
by their Dominion overall che differing: 
parties :and wemay alſo , withthe fame 
5g truch 


\& 
: 


i draught and moiſture , nao the ming 


ings 1n unity ; and hath therefore by & 
-working peculiar onely to himfelfe ; unt- 


of © A Diſcewſrapmthe 
etuth affirme this other, Dervide & deftrie; 
divide and deftroy - God who 15 Creas 


tor of whatſoever hath an exiſtence, be- 


. ing himſelfe one by the ſimplicity of his 


Nature, hath placed the ſubtiſtence of all 


ted rhe contrarics of heat and cold , of 


up of all the (everall bodzes,, either (enft- 
ble or inſenſtble ; which are contained in 
the rich treaſury of nitrate $ whileſt they 
continue uniccd by this bond, ſo long they 
arc {zid ro bee ;bur if che union bee once 
broken, eicher by excernall violence , os 


_ the inward working of the different qua- 


lities whereof the body is compoſed j 


ws. then doth ir forchwiclr loſe the former 
being ; and becomes ſoine other thung y 

according to the nature of the new foray |; 
, which itacquires, As lohgas our bodies 
F xemaine fir ro entertgine our ſoules, by 
the due temperature of che humors and 


receive her 


diſpoſition of the Organs to 


operations ,, wee continue to bre men ; EF 
ll 1 
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Nature of Etermiy ©c, T8 
but when that ceaſerh either by inward 
diſtemper or ourward force, wee then 
leave to be (0. Our ſoules becomming ſe- 
perated formes, and Our bodics retur- 
ning to the conimon maſle of marter, 
from wience they are extracted z the 
ſame wee ſee happens in beaſts , plants, 
and in all other inanimate bodies , of 
what Nature or quality ſoever: ſo as 
there can bee no concluſion ttuer then 
this, that whatſoever is allready divided, 
hath left ro bee what it was Iormerly ; 
whatſoever may bee divided is ſubject to 
decayand ruine ; and whatſoever 1s 1n- 
divifible, muſt alſo of neceſſity by reafon 


; of the ſimplicity of its Nature bee Eter- 
' nall; 


Ecernity is there(vre ;ndividible þ and 


all thoſe happy perſons who have gained 


* 
4 


. 


* 


; thatbleſſed parr , are allwaies in poſleſh- 


, On of their whole being , they loſe no- 
thing of what is paſt, they want nothing 


of whar is future, bur the preſent in that 


| Celcftiall Countrey doth comprehend | 
| atrer an unexpreflible manner , all 


thoſe; * 


threey, 


18 A Diſcourſe upon the 
three different , and incompatible parts, 
into: which time is divided, And hence 
It is, that all the happinefle found there, 
is true, and folid;becauſe thoſe differenr 
goods are united 1n that fixed Manſi- | 
en, which being heere divided ; miflead | 
the greateſt part of humane kinde in the | 
fearch they make after the chicfeſt | 
go00d, and feed us onely with appearan- | 
ces inſtead of truth, | 
Good 15 the ſimpleſt of all other be- | 
Ings, and 15 therefore not to bee looked | 
for heere, where nothing doth ſubſiſt-but | 
is compounded; and all rhoſe things | 
which arefo eagerly purſued by men, | 
for the reſemblance they have to good, 
ax= but ixe glowormes , which chear us | 
as wee wander in the night, and caſting 
forth a luſtre equall to that of the moſt 
precious Gemmes , are 1n themſelves | 


"aughr elſe but rottenneſs & putrefaCti- | 
"Tee are divided almoſt into as many | 

E& - +5, as perſons, andevery one ſeeks | 
© - © Te (which is the chicfeft good ) | 
El. 4 
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Natare of Etermty &c, 19 
a ſeverall way, in the variety of their 
owne appetites , negle&ing Ercraity , 
which is the onely place where it re- 
{1des. = 1 
Some hunt after power and ſoveraign 
command , expeCing to find true con- 
rentment in Authority ; butalas! how 
infnitely are they miſguided by ambitri- 
| dangers 


on ? the cares of governing , an 
that accompany a Scepter, ſo farrout- 
waigh the happineſſe found in iz, that 
eAuguſtns (ſar , who enjoyed the Em- 
pire of the world, in the moſt ſerled 


_ times it ever ſaw, made it his dayly ſuite 


unto the Senate, that he mighe bee reſto- 
red unto the quier of a private life: and 
Diocletian having generouſly caſt off: the 
yoake of ruling others, refuſed ro returne 
againe unto the glorious ſervitude , pro- 
feffing rhar hee found more pleaſure a» 
mong the Cabages growing in his {olita- 
ry garden, then twenty yeares command 
over the Kontan Bjopiee had yielded to. 
m. 
Others there are , whoſe thoughts are 
SS 
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20 "A Diſcourſe upon the 

wholly taken up in gathering wealth, as 
x that were the onely thing ro bee defi. 
red, never conftdering (fo grofly are they 
blinded by their coverouſneſle ) that the 
content of riches conſiſts not in the hoor- 
ding up of tteaſtires, bur in the libe- 
rall diſtribution of then ; thar the ſordid 


| 


tt [© " 


wayes of gathering money, renders them | 
odious to others ,and the reftlefle care of 


keeping 1t , deſtroyes the quiet they 


would eſtabliſh in themſelves z that their | 


continual negotiation abour gaine , hin- | 


ders them from enjoying the happineſte 
of lite ; and that in fine, when they have 


rcaped the plentiful harveſt of al their la- | 


bours, they muſt refigne 1tunto others , | 
- wholonging to enjoy the prettous ſpoile, 
thinke their Jives tedious , and their 
deaths welcome. I forbeare to mention 
the infinite number of miſchiefes which 
the poſſeſhon of riches hath brought upon 
the owners: ' how many are there. who | 


= 
3 
G 


( like Sexeca ) have in hoording up trea- ; 
ſures beene carcfull to get together the j 
2nſtruments of theix owne ruine? finding | 
6 at | 
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| at-laſt by experience, thatto be the occa-., 
'  filonof their deaths, wherein they had 
eſtabliſhed the contentment. of their 
lives: this 1s a truth ſo evidently cer- 
rainc, that not Philoſophers onely and. 
votaries, havebeene able to diſcover the 
impoſture of them , but even whole Na- 
tions have agreed upon 1t, The 1nhablt+ 
rants of the Balearicke Iſlands ( now cal- 
led Myijorca, % Minorca)drowned al their 
gold and filver inthe Ocean ; andthe 
! Spartans ( one of themoſi flourihing 
Common .wealchs that ever were ) ban1- 
ſhed thoſe mertalls out of the confines of 
+ their territories, farbidding the enjoy- 
' mentof them to all their Citizens; as be- 
Ing incompatible witch true content= 
ment, 

Some place their happineſle in plea- 
ſure, and ſhunning whatſoever hath the 
ſhew of trouble , give themſelves whol-, * 
ly up to ſenfuall delights; fond fooles, 
who blinded by their beſtzall appetites , © 
thinke themſelves happy men in praQi- 
ling thoſe ations, which deprive them 

. — 7-1 of 
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22 | A Diſconrſe upon the 
of the dignity of bejng reaſonable crea- 
tures, and caſt them down into the rank 
| of beaſts; unworthy of enjoying ſoules 
 \ made after the Divine likenefle , fince 
they imploy their whole rime in giving 
ſatisfa&ion rotheir bodies. And yer how 
ſhort are thoſe few minutes of content- 
ment which they enjoy, whileſt they a- 
bandon themſelves to their debauches, 
| being compared to thoſe of trouble, |! 
which neceſſarily accompany the plea- | 
ſures they hunt after ? the drunkard will | 
 aflure usthar the paine hee ſuffers in his 
{ Head, and ftomacke, is cfmuch longer 
continuance, then was the taſt of that 
delicious wine wherein hee made a ſhip- 
wrack of his reaſon; the paſſion whether 
fained or reall, which a libidinous man 
acts , or ſuffers for a defired beauty, and 
the ſolicitous endeavours,uſed by him for 
obtaining of his prey , farr outwaigh the 


g* — 


momentary pleaſure hee enjoyes , which | 
notwithſtanding 1s attended with re- 7 
morſe of conſcience from within, and_ * 
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ſions of danger , and diſho- 
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nour from abroad. Diſeaſes (the effe& © 
of their diſorders )take up a ſetled quar- 
ecr in their bodies, and render thar the 
conſtant manſion of griefe, and paine, 
where they intended to have given ad- 
mittance unto nought but joy, and plea- 
ſure; and for a complement of their mif- 
tortunes , their vices like a raging fire, 
conſuming all thoſe excellencies which 
God and Nature have beſtowed up- 
on them ; brand them with a perpetuall 
blot of infamy to all poſterity, and fixe 
an everlaſting guilr upon their foules, 
Sampſon had a prodigious ſtrength infi- 
nitely ſurpaſſing that of other men , ſe- 
conded by an excefle of courage, which 
rendred him victorious over Lyons, and 
triumphant 1n the diſcomfiture of an 
hoaſt of men ; his ſingle perſon was of 
more value then an army, but when hee }. 
ſuffered himſelfe to bee condugted by his 
paſſion, the love of Dalila having firſt 
blindfolded his reaſons eyes, deprived 
him after of his corporeall fight , be- 
trayd him to his enemies , and reduced 

Tr "ers 


24 A Diſcourſe upon the 


him to ſo great a height of miſcry, thar 


to be freed from the contempt co which 
he was expoſcd, hee was conſttained to 
employ his macchleſſe force, in working 
his revenge by his owne ruine. 
Sardanapalm ( laſt of the Aﬀlyrian Mo- 
narches) ſaw himlclte peaccably ſetl-d in 


che chicte Empire of the world, bur ha- 


ving once given bjnifelte over to his ef- : 
{eminare pleaſurcs, the fire of Juſt firſt 


Lindled in his owne heart, quickly dc- 
ſxfroyed the reſpe&t of him in rhe mindes 
of neighbour Princes, and his owne ſub- 
jets , and after taking hold on the mag- 
nificent Pile hee had cauſed to bee erec- 
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ed, reduced to aſhes both his perſon and : 


Þ1s Empire. 


. 


fortun) was mounted to ſo great a height 
of glory, that he deſpiſed the world, as a 
| place roo narrow to bound the limits of 
his conqueſts, and yet the murther of his 
Itiend Clite, which hee committed 1n his 

drunkennefle, rengred all theſe proſperi- 
tics 


———_ 


 eAl:xander (juſtly furnamed the great, | 
for his unparalleld Epual,<k condudt, and + 
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tics ſounſavory to him, that he attempeed 
the killing of }1mſclte , and begare tuch 
an avcr{ion againſt him in the mindes of 
divers of his ſubj<As, that they prepa- 
rcd a poylon for him , which cutting 
(hort rhe courſe of all his victories , bu- 
ried his triumphs, together with his car- 
caſle in the grave. ; 

Salon.en received from God the gift of 
an incomparable wiledome , above all 
che men that ever were, and with it a 
confluence, of all thoſe bleſſings , which 
might raiſe humane nature unto the 
grcateſt height of happineſſe, whereof 
t'is capable dufing this mortall life ; bug 
the inordinate love of women , to which 
he was addicted 1n his latter time, deprt- 
ved his iſſue of the greater part of his 
terreſtiall kingdome, and himſclte ( as 
jome doe probably conjecture ) of the 
Erernall ioyes of heaven. 

Why ſhould I farther inſtance the f1n- 
ole puniſhments of particular voluptu- 
ous perſons? ris ſo prodigious a mad- 
nefle for man to place his chicteſt good 


26 A Diſcourſe apon the - 
in ſenſuall luſt, that it hath drawn down 
fire from heaven for the conſuming of 
whole Cities , and water from the carth, 
and firmaments, which was upon the 
point to have extirpated mankind, all | 
the different Elements confpiring to re- 
venge that inſufferable wrong is done to 
their Creator , when wee neglect his 1- | 
mage ingraven 1n our ſoules, to fatisfic | 
the fleſhly part of us, which is nothing |} 
elſe but duſt and aſhes. 

And to conclude , even Eprcurus the 
Philoſopher , who placed the chiefeſt : 
ood of man1n pleaſure, did notwith- | 
ſtanding (if we believe Sexeca,rather then 
ſome others who have {landered him ) \ 
eſteeme, that pleaſure to conſiſt 1'th gol- 
den meane of temperance, and not in | 


d 


the exorbitant_uſe of wine ,of play, of | 
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| $ 
gluttony, and women. | | 
" IThave exceeded in handling this per- } | 
ticular the brevity I had propoſed unto 
my ſelfe , becauſe theſe are the Mete- } 
ors , which by the glittering brightneſle | ; 
of their deceitfull light, dazle the eyes of | 
| OUE | 
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our unweary youth , and like ſa many 

| wandring fires miſlead us in our ſearch 

| for happineſle , through the blind paths 

of ignorance, and folly, untill ar laſt they 

| eraine us into the dangerous precipies of 

| wickedneſle, and infamy, from whence 

! wee are notable ( withour particular a(- 

* ſiſtance of the Divine grace ) to free our 
ſelves, for all Erernity. 

All other things ſo greedily graſped 
at by worldly men, may be reduced unto 
the before mentioned heads, of power , 
of riches, and of pleaſure, nobility, fame, 

| and reſpe&,are the attendants upon pow- 
er, ſufficiency , and plenty, waite upon 

| riches, health, ſtrength, and beauty , Are 
- neceſſarily required to the compleating 
. of our pleaſures, and therefore what 
| falſe appearance ſoever. of happineſle, 
| they may hold forth to our deluded 
; mindes , they cannot poſſibly give us thar 
true content, which is not to be found in 
theſe principall things , whercunto they 
| are bur acceflories. | 
! Power, riches, pleaſure, and the reſt, 
TT TTTTTOTR__ 


25 A,Dvſcourſe upon the 


have indeed ſome reſemblance of good , 
but are nat that which they reſembt tor | 
good ; or happineſſe (being the ſame ) | 
conlitts nor in poſſeſſing many different ; 
chings, but in the union of allrogether, þ 
whereas they are fo farr from being one, 
that they are inconſiſtent\ with cach o-! 
ther. | 
The waight of buſinefle , and diſtance. | 
k cpt by Soveraigne Princes, for maintai- | 
ning the reverence due to their calling, 
permits them nor the ſweet delights of! 
pleaſure, ro which the freedome of e- 
qualiry 1s requiſite , and the vaſtneſle of: 
their expence, in watrs , 4n treaties , for 
intelligence, and other things incident to 
their Authcrity makes them the needt- | 
eſt almoſt of all otner men, The wary ; 


1 
- 
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cloſeneſle of the rich miſer , Lncouſiſtent | 
with popularity, hinders him from b<-| 
ing powertpll, and his daily imployment} 
abour the encrea(ing of his ſtore, debarrs| 
him from the ule of pleaſure, which can- 

not be had without the expence of rime,j 
and money, Theſeriouſneſle of great 
El aſſay} 
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# affaires diſturbes the quietneſle of pleas 
* ſures,anu the prodigality of luxury, wafts 
| the cſlares of thoſe that are addicted to ir; 
' In fine, which way ſocver weeturne 
| ourſelves, to ſecke contentment in ſari(- 
tation of out luſttull appetites , theſe di- 
vided goods which cannot dwell roge- 
ther in one ſubjcEt fruſtrate opr expeRa- 
| tions, and enforceus to confeſſe with 
* the wiſeman, that whatſoever hath a 
ſubfiſtence during the continuance of 
' time, is vanity , of vanities , and naught 

but vanity. Fo- if by a particular indul- 
gence, of God, and Nature, theſe divided 
{and as lhavealready ſhewed ) incom- 
 patible bleflings, of power , riches, plea- 
* ſure, reſpe&,nobility, fame, plenty, beau- 

* ry, health, and ſtrength , ſhould fall ro 
} beethe portion of one man; what were 
3 all theſe advantages without ſecurity in 
- the1njoyment of chem , bur vanity, and 
meere vexation of our ſpirits ? and whar 
ſecurity can this life poſſibly afford , a- 
mid the dayly apprehenſions of being de- 
+ prived of them before wee die , and cer- 
| cainty 


Zo eA Diſcourſe upon the 
to loſe them, when wee deſcend into the 
grave ? 1 j 

_ Ourbleſled Saviour therefore adviſeth | 
Martha not to divide her thoughts, in the | 
ſollicitens queſt of many things , ſince | 
what was neceſlary was onely one, And | 
that we mig ht'not be toſeeke, what that | 
one, fingle, neceſſary rhing (ſhould bee ; | 
himſelte -informes us in another place | 
what t'ts, when he commands us, to ſeek | 
firſt the Kingdome of Heaven by juſt and | 
righteous ations , which being once ob- | 


rained, we ſhall enjoy all other bleſſings 


as coeſſentialf with ir. þ 
Is power the obje& of thy wiſhes? thou | 
ſhalr bee there ( as the Apoſtle aſſures ) | 
coheire with him, to whom all power in | 
Heaven and Earth is given. Is honour } 
or command thy chiefelt good > iris fo} 

liberally diſpenſed to all the mnhabirants | 
of Eternity, thar the Prophet Daved | 
ſeemes to charge God with prodigallity | 
in thar perticular, when he cries out, Nt- 
mis bonorati ſunt amict tut Dets ;, nemis conr | 
fortatus eſt prencipatms eorum | my wg” 8 
; eny | 


a aw Wa@£ = XA aa... Aa .£Aa_ qc 


Nature of E terpity Gc, ot I 
| thy friendsare roo much honoured, their - 
' principallity 1s too much firengrhened, 


[4 
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| or eſtabliſhed, Doeſt thou defire. fame 
* orriches ? behold the fame Prophet rel.- 
| leth thee, Glorza, et divitie, in domo Domi- 

n1,glory, and riches, are in the houſe of 
\ the Lord, Art thou delighted with the 
 magnificence of toyall feaſts > che King 
; of Kings hath by his onely Sonne ſent 
downe from Heaven,invited all mankind 


to a delicious banquet 1n his erernall pal * 


that come upon his invitation, according 

to their feverall degrees, himſelfe will 
| miniſter unto them, Is thy heart ravi- 
| ſhed ac the ſight of ſome accompliſhed 
| beauty > thoſe who tefide in thar Erer- 
nall manſion, out ſhine the Sunn in grea- 
reſt height of all his glory. 

In fine, whatever elſe it is that doth 
delight thee ſhall there bee preſent , be- 
| caule all thy ſoules faculties which can 
find nothing in this inferiour world bur is 
| t0O meane & narrow for them,ſhal there 
| bee tully 


| 

| 

| 

| lace, where having feared all the gueſts 
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ZO A Diſcourſe upon the 
extent of all their powers, being abſorpt 
12 contemplation of the firſt trurh, and 
the 1njoyment of the chiefeſt good ; and 
yet all this ſhall bee, not by Bi various 
diverſity of ſeverall objects , bur by their| 
bleſied admiſſion to the preſence bf Godf 
| himſelfe, who being the firſt cauſe, con: 
taines emminently the pertedtion of all o-| 
ther beings, 1n the fimplicity of his owne 
_ nature, communicating freely all his ex-þ 
cellencies to thoſe happy petſons, who! 
are made pertakers with him in the in-} 
finite, and indiviſtible Eternity. | 
Having c6ſidered the vaſt diverſitythere | 
1s between Eternity & time;by reaſon of | 
the inftaity of the one; & the ſtrair limits þ 
wherein the other is ſhut up,and circum | 
ſcribed :; the entire firmnefle of the one; | 
and the minute parts wheteinto the o- | 
ther 1s divided , it followes that wee | 
ſhould raile our thoughts unto the' con- | 
remplarion of thoſe excellencies , which | 
an Ecernall being hath ; by the compa- | 
ring of it unto that which wee enjoy , 
during the ſucceſſion of time, 
| Thoſe 
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Thoſe who imploy themſelves in queſt 
of that, which wee vulgatly call the Phi- 
loſophers Stone, have not as yet found our 
the way of fixing Mercury , which is the 
caul they fail intheir atrempts of making 
| gold, notwithſtanding the many labori- 
| ous, and chargeable experithents ; have 

beene uſed for the effe&ing of it ; and all 
| that have endeavoured to eſtabliſh their 

} contentment, in the periſhable goods of 
| thisinferiour world, have found them- 
|  felves deluded by their hopes , beeauſe 
| they were not able, to fixe the fleeting 
| inſtantsof the preſent time ; whoſe con- 
| rinvall motion, is of all other things, 
| moſt deſtructive unto the happineſle of 
| lite... 
| What an uncomfortable voyage 
'þ would that man have, who were bound 
| out in queſt of ſome particular wave, 
1th middeſt of the Arlanticke Ocean ; 
| how improbable that hee ſhould make 
| diſcovery of what hee ſoughtfor? and 
how impoſſible to ſetele there, confide- 
ring the perpetuall agiration of the wa- 
D ters, 
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ters, in that reſileſſe Element > And yet | 
ſuch is the farall blindneſſe which po: | 
{eſſerh the greateſt part of humane kind, | 
that wee conſume our lives in'{eek ing to | 
find out a petmanent blifle, amid the vas | 
rious divetſity of worldly things; though 
all our predeceſſors for above fifty ages | 
paſt , who have preceded us in that de- | 
{1gne, haveperiſhed init, without being |} 
able to informe us any thing , ſave onely | 
this, that they have met with nothing in ? 
their ſevera]l wandrings but vanity, nor © 
reaped ought bur the vexation of their | ; 
ſpirzs ; and chat times courſe (as certain, | | 
though not {ſo rapid as that of the Oce- | ; 
an) faileth nor to raviſhfrom us all thoſe | , 
pleaſing objects, inthe purſuir of which, *; 
wee entertaine our lives ; and fancy in}, 
the obtaining of them , a contentment, [+ 
which is no where to bee found , bur in þq 
the happy region of Eternity. | 
Thar harmelefle innocence which isþ3 
the precious treaſure of our Childhood, þq 
1s violently ſratched from us by the heat | 
of youth , that 1nconſiderately ingageth 5 
us, F 
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utmoſt period of life, ( old age ) where 


ki 


| though expetience diſcover to us the true 
{nature of thoſe tranſitory things weefirſt 
#admired, yer we can reape no other fruit 

of all her counſels, bur only ſorrow, and 

diſpaire, when we conſider the groſneſle 
of our errours , and miſcarriages for the 
Finepaſt, and the impoſlibility of amen- 


ng th 
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Lind of. dulneſſe, and heavineſſe of hear:.| 
char forlaking the onely neceffary| 
ttiought and ftudy of Eternity ,, give 
ehernſclves over untothe love of vanity, 
andthe purſuit of lies; fil;z bominum wqu 
quo grali corde ;. ut quid diligitts vanita- 
rem et queritls niendaciunt? as who ſhould 
fay, you ſons of men, how long will you 
permir'your hearts and your affe&ions to! 
bee waighed downe by the inordinate; 
ſollitnde tor earthly things 2 behold, rhe! 
pleaſures which you'love and court for! 
ſatisfation'ot your. youth, are onely vz:! 
_ © nity, and thoſe more follid imployments} 
_ you ſearch afcer tor the entertainmentol}. 
your elder yeares, are but a lie ; prom 
ſing contentment, and giving nought buij 
care, vexation, and repentance. 
If Jul Ceſar could have foreſeens 
thar all his victories, and triumphs 
whereby hee ſubje&ted unto himlelte th 
Roman State. ( That proud miſtneſſe 0 
the knowne world) would bur have ſet 
ved to make him fall a glorious victim 
in the Senare houſe ; hee had nor prof 
cutc 
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| cuted certainly with ſo much ardour as 
| heedid, the cutting off all thoſe , who 
' oppoſed themſelves to the accompliſh- . 

ment of his ambitiqus defignes, 

| King P:irrbus had ſure followed the coun- 
cell of his friend , and beraken himſelfe 
unto the quiet pleaſures of a peacefull 
' life, had he beene well informed thar all 
* his choughts of conqueſts and the in[arg- 
* ment of his Empire, ſhould periſh roge- 
| ther with himſelfe, by the hands of a 
weake woman, in the attempr hee made 
'} to ſurpriſe the Citty e4rgos. Saladrne 
' (that great vi&orious Sultan of the Eaſt 
'* would not have ſpent his life amid the 
| roile, and my, chat attend a marriall 
; employment, had he bur thoygheac firſt, 
| as hee did afterwards, at the houre of 
x death, that hee (ſhould carry .nething of 
# all che ſpoiles and richeshee had gorten 
4 away with him , but onely 2 poote ſhirt 
'# to ſhroud his carkaſſe. | 
'| The rich man inthe Goſpell would 
'F not bave joyed 1n his full barnes, and 
1 tore houſes ſufficient for the expence of 
BER... © 
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many yeares, had hee but k nowne that 
hee ſhould never live to ſee the birth of 
the ſucceeding morne. 

In fine , the bulineſſe of the world 
would ceaſe , and we ſhould Jooke with 
horror, and averſion, upon thoſe gilded 
follics, and pleaſing vanities, in quzſ 
whereof wee ſpend our lives, diſturbe 
che Elements, and alter the whole frame 
of nature , were but their maske pulled | 
off, and wee made ſenſible of that which 
is co-firmeduntous by the experience of 
all our predeceſſors;'to'wit, that there 
15 nothing in this inferiour world can 
PiVE a orlfaRion to Our foule, whoſe 
rame 15 equall unto that of the celeſtial 
ſpirirs ; and thar allchough by an exceſſe 
of beſtiality, wee could fo plunge our 
foutesinio the maſſe of onr terreſtiall bo- 
dies, as to ſer upour reſts upon the en- 
j oymenr of thole things which are the 
objec of our ſenſes, Jet age and ficknefſle, 
would like unvidden gueſts , trouble the 
mirth of all our enterrtainments ; and 
xime (the abſolute commander of all ſub- 

| lunary 
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lunary things ) conſuming by degrees 
the matter of them , would violently 
ſmarch us from their embraces, and 
pur \in execution that irrevocable de- 
cree pronounced by Gol againſt matert- 
all chings,to wit that whatſoever is com- 
poſed of duſt and aſhes ſhall againe re- 
turne unto 1t, 

So thatif wee examine the true cauſe 
of things, wee muſt conclude, thar the ill 
conduct of our lives, and all the miſeries, 
vices, and diſorders , that flow from 
thence; are an effe& of the'continuall 
motion of rime, which repreſenting unto 
us theſe exteriour objes, under ſeverall 
diſguiſes, keeps us from penetrating into 
the true Nature of them, and ſuggeſting 
to ourdeluded mindes vaine hopes , and 
teares, doth by thoſe falſe alarmes diſt- 
urbe our reaſon, and brings upon us a for. 
getfullnefle of what is paſt, a miſtake of 
what is preſent, and a grofle negligence , 
1n not providing of our ſelves for what's _ 
to come, & 

— Forremedy heereof , antiquity was us * 
D4 9 
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| {ed toſert up trophics and monuments 
of all great, and vercuous actions, as alſo 
to expoſe the bodies of MalefaQors who | 
were executed, unto the publicke view ' 

on poles, or gibbets, thar ſo poſterity be- 
Ing putin minde of what had paſt, might 
be invited to1mitate the one; and avoid 
the other, King Philip (Father of the 
great eAlexander Jgave command unto a 
Page of his to wake him dayly with 
this admonition, thar hee ſhould call ro 
minde hee was a man , fearing leſt hee 
might otherwiſe bee tranſporred by the 
falſe luſtre of his greatneſle, and proſpe- 
ities, as to miſtake (which his Sonn at- 
- rer did )) what himfelfe was, and forget 
* thecondition of humanity, wherein hee | 
kad beene placed by God, and Nature, | 
And (the great Doctor of the Church) 
Sainr Jerome thinkes ira matter of thae 
. conſequence for us toimploy our ſelves 
in the conſideration of whar is future, 
that hee aſlures us confidently (by war- 
rant of the ſacred Scripture ) wee ſhould 
neveriin, did wee bur carcfully rumi- 
nate 
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nate on the laſt things thatdoe attend 
us, JMemorare xovifima tus et in aternum 
TT. - T7 

See here the true condition of our be- 
ing during the ſucceſſion of time, Ler 
us now alter the Scene and from this. 
cheater of confuſion ,and diſorder , raiſe 
up our thoughts unto the contemplation 
of Eternity. Ir is an inſtant alwayes pre- 
ſent, never decaying, whoſe infinity com- 
prehends all rimes pat, preſent, and to 
come, and whoſe fimplicicy preſenting 
_ uSat once with whatſoever can begood 
or perfe&, united in their firſt cauſe, | 
whereof (unleſle our finns debar us from }; 
his ſight Jthe Divine Nature wee ſhall 
be then made glad beholders ; cleares 
up the foggy miſts of ignorance , of for- 
getfullnefle , and of miſtake , which 
hang berweene our underſtandings and 
the truth of things ; fills all the pow- 
ers- and faculties of our ſoules with the 
enjoyment of their deſired objeRts, and 
doth eſtabliſh us in the fecure poſſeflion 
of our bliſſe beyond the reach of fortune, 

OT 
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or of time which ſhall not there have 
power to trayerle our contentments with 
the deſire of ought thats paſt , or the ap- 
Prehenſ10n of ought to come. 

When we have once maturely waigh- 
ed theſe {ollid truths, wee ſhall begin to 
loath this priſon of our bodies ſubje& ro 
the perpetuall 1njuries of time, and 
death, and (hall cry our with the Apo- 
ſile, nfelix ego homo: quis me liberahit de 
corpore mortis hujus 2 unhappy man thar I 
am, who (hall deliver mee tron this bo- 
dy which belongs to death ? and with 
the ſame Apoſtle, fixing all our affeQi- 
ons and thoughts upon Eternity , wee 
ſhall continually deſire to bee diflolved | 
that we may live with Chriſt in his Eter- 
nall habitation : and when wee ſhall re- 
ceive the ſummons to diſlodge hence, 
broughe us by age, diſcaſes, war, tamine, 
peſtilence, or any other officer , of time, 
_ clad in the hideouſleſt drefle that death 
can weare :; wee ſhall with joy prepare 
our ſelves unto the journey ; and with 


| the Propher David lay, Letatrs ſum -_ 
Cs . RS ic 
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bis que difta ſunt mibr, in domum domine ibt- 
12:4, I am rejoyced in that which hath 
beene [aid unto me, we will goe into the 
houle of the Lord. ou, | 

It ſcemes (being a man according un- 
ro Gods owne heart ) hee had well ſtu- 
died the Nature of that celeſtiall manſi- 
on , whole quallirics, hee doth fo excel- 
lenty ceſcribe.in the 2 following verſes. 
Stantes erant pedes noſtri, in atrits tuts Feru- 
ſalem, Jeruſalem que edificatur ut cruitas ,, 
£14114 participatio e1us tu 1dipſum. Our feerc 
were ſtanding in thy Courts Jeruſalem. 
Here they are running, forced to accom: 
pany the motion of cime, but they hail 
rhere be fixed in an Eternal reſt, never to 
bee diſturbed by ume, os fortune, Jeru- 
f:lem that 1s builded as a City; whote 
portion conſifterh in the thing it ſelfc, 
All orher places are bur Innes, wher: 
we ate entertained as paſſengers during 
our pilgrimage, and therfore have tneir 
buildings ſubject (as are thoſe theyhar- 
bour) unto decay , and ruine , bur tnis 
Cuty being the permanent place of our *' 

E abode... 
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aboade , hath urs foundations laid upon 
the never fading baſis of Eternity. And 
i you aske, what 45 the ſtocke or trea- | 
ſure of the inhabitants in that bleſſed | 
country? he forthwith tells us thar rheir 
portion confiſteth in rhe thing it ſelts; 
awhar is the ching 1rſelfe? bur rhat which 
is without dependance upon any other ; 
and what is that? but hee who being ro 
declare himſelfe unto the Patriarch Ad@- 
{es , faith hee is, hee thatis, even God 
himſelfe, in whom is comprehended the 
dulnefle of all chings, ana without whom | 
1s nothing , bur the privation of good 
and happinefle | 
Les us endeavour then'ſo to comport 
our lelves that wee bee not engaged a- 
mid theſe fading trantitory rhings , bur 


may bee able to ſay with the Apoftle ; 
our life 1s laid up with Chriſt in God; 
and ler our onely trafficke, and negotia- 
tion, be to hoord-up treaſures (according 
tothe counſell of our bleſſed Lord and 

Saviour) where neither ruſi,nor mothes, 
- <an come to waki them, norehiever , 
Þ  breake 


—_ — _u_ - 
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breake into ſteale them from us. Wee *' 
neede not be to ſeeke where that ſhould: 


bee, ſince hee informeth us that tis in 


Heaven, the onely proper ſcat and man- 
ſion of Eternity, 

In the precedent diſcourſe Lhave en- 
deavoured to deſcribe (although imper- 
fe&ly ) the Nature and condition of E- 
eernity ,; which 15 the -true and proper 
habitation of our ſoules, who have no- 
commerce with time, bur onely by theis 
union with our bodies, A bleſſed counr 
try, bur ſuch a one as doth not equally 
agree with all conſtitutions, roſome it 15. 
an Ocean of pleaſure, reſt, and happineſs; 
ro. others, an abifle of everlaſting hor- 
rour ,.trouble, and confuſion &: the reaſon © 
of which difference , proceedes from the 
diverſity of thoſe ſeverall diſpoſitions. 
and aftetions wee carry with us at our 
parting hence. For the cleare.underſtan- 
ding whereof, it is neceſſary that wee 
conftder the Nature of our Soules,. and 
examine what are thoſe things which 
ſubliſtin , and together. with them, after | 

the 
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the diffolution of our bodies. 
* The Heathen Philoſophers guided oij- 
| lyby the lighr of nature; did ( ſome of 
them) believe the ſoule of man, to bee 
1:,Mmorcall, they perceived well that ſhee 
was capable of many operations , even, 
inthis life ; without the mediation of 
| thebodie; rhar (hee gavea being within 
| Her ſelfe, unto an infinite number of 
thinges, abſtracted from the ſevetall no- 
tions of rime, place, figure, or any other 
property incident unto mater1all things ; 
which kthdeof being becauſe it ſorted 
nor unto the things themſelves 1n their 
_ owne Nature, they muſt neceflarily re- 
cetve from her, and they did thence in- 
'ferr;thar (hee could nor communicate 
fuch a being unto them, unleffe thee had 
an immateriall'being in her ſelfte, They 
faw the ad of judging, wasan ation 
purely her own', whereby the produced 
ſeverall conclufions ( which are new be- 
inos )- out of thoſe premiſes that preſent 
themſelves to our imaginations; and 
xnowing the infallibility of this argu- 
4 mecnr, 
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ment , ex »bilo. n:bil fit , that of nothing 
there comes nothing , they were fully ſa- 
| tisfied the ſaule had a being, indepen- _ 
dant from the body , ſince it was able to 
communicate & being unto other things, 
without the helpe of any Organes which 
depend upon her. 
From the aſlurance of her being , they 
colle&ed alſo her immortallity ; for ha- 
 ving by the ſtrict obſervation of all natu- 
| rall cauſes, found out that nothing 'whar- 
| ſoever could lofe its former being , and 
acquire a new one { which wee terme 
death in living creatures) bur by diviſion, 
and thar, that ſame could happen bur 
| two wayes, V:z, either by dividing the 
matter from the forme-, or by dividing 
the matter within itſelfe , they-inferreq 
thence; that ſince both thefe wayes were 
incompatible with. the ſoule , (hee was 
not capable of q reall caange, and conſe- 
quently not of death ({ which of. all o- 
thers 1s the greateſt ).not the firſt, be- 
cauſe that ſhee is immateriall , nor the 
{econd, becaule the is. a pure forme , =— 
| that 


a3 2A Diſcourſe apon the 
that all formes are by theit being ſo in- 
capable of diviſion, of increaſe, or dimi- 
nurtion,; according urito theſe two Max- 
ims among them, fornia 701 ſuſcipit mapm 
& minus, and this other 2: 1d:v:!{ibil: non 
fit mutateo, — —— OE We 
Upon the ſame grounds alſo they i- 
ferred, that all the reſolutions, or judg.- 
ments, and all thoſe Sciences, and Arts ; 
whecher ſpeculative, or pradicke ; | 
whichare in the ſoule during this life; | 
ſhall remaine alfo in her after her ſepera- 
tion from the body ; theſe being things 
which depend onely on her, and which 
are( ina kind) part of her ſelfe ; fo as 
without them the would loſe ſome- | 
thing of the perteRtion of her being. And | 
ro conclude, becaule they ſaw nothing a- 
mong all the workes of Nature, which 
did not at ſome time or other, unleſſe 
( r'were hindred by exteriour cauſes) at- 
raine unto a fulneſle, and maturity wher- 
by it was enabled to reach that end for 
which it was ordained , and found the 
reaſonable ſoule alone , which hath for 
” the 
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| the obje& of herunderftanding thetruth 
| ofall naturall cauſes, and their effc&s, 
'| was notable at anytime during this life, 
'F wherein ſhee 15 united with the body to 
comprehend the ntmoſt truch may bee 
diſcovered inany art ,or ſcience wharfo- 
ever; they thence inferred, that ſhee was 
ro enjoy a being after the diflolution of 
the body, wherein ſhe might at freedom 
exerciſe the power of reaſoning , wher- 
| with (hee 15 endued, and nor onely re- 
taine thoſe ſciences fſhee hath acquired 
heere, but alfo bee able to conceive all 0- 
| ther ttuth , and knowledge whatſoever, 
which may bee deduced out of them, by 
| that _ concatenation and dependance, 
| which the vertity of one propoſition, hath 
| upon thar of another. - 
| -Ihavedelivered theſe ſpeculations of 
the Philoſophers with this brevity, with- 
out ſetting downe the many arguments 
uſed. by them for proefe. of their afſerri- 
ons,'and anſwer of the obje&ions have 
beene framed in oppoſition to them 
( wherewith whole volumes might bee 
0727 "we "RR 
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filled ) becauſe they have beene fince the 
moſt part of them confirmed unto us by 
_ the tenets of Chriſtian Religion ; the | 
truth whereof ( being revealed by God | 
himſelic ) 1s nor to'bee diſputed by mar: | 
kind,andl have taken this ſhort view of 
the condition of our ſoules, onely to this 
intenc, chat 1n the ſequell of the enſuing | 
Diſcourſe wee may upon theſe grounds | 
bee able the better co diſcover, how farr | 
the ardinary working of naturall cauſes, | 
doth cooperate with the Divine juſtice | | 
in the reward of vertuous, and the pu-| 
niſhmene of vitious perſons. 8 
For the clear underſtanding whereof | { 
wee muſt know that all liv ing Creatures 
whartloever (except man) being deſtirute| j 
of reaſon, ſuffer themſelves without re- |: 
PUgNaRce tO bee diredted by the rules of |c 
Natuxe.(Thart is ,the ordinary power u-|' 
fed by God in governing the world ) 
which doth ſweetly guide them to' the |k 
pertormance ui thole ations, and the ob- |) 
raining of that end , whereunto they are |(; 
ordained, But man (whoſe portion 1s 8 |ri 
reaſonable 


N ature of Etermity &'cs 8 51 
| reaſonable ſoule) aflumes the condu@ of 
| himſclfc,and blinded by ſelte love , or 0- 
verweaning pride, forſakes che generall 
| end of other things (which 1s the honour 
| and glory of their Maker ) co purſue his 
owne particular good and follow the 16- 
ordinate affe&tions of his qwne corrup- 
| red Nature ; the rye caule of which 
' miſtake is this that tollowes, _ 
} Thoſe who haye curioully ſearched 
| into the compoſition of man, obſerve, 
| that he may be confidered in 8 triple ca- 
| pacity,according untoevery one of which 
| hee hartha ſeverall good, that hee propo- 
| ſerh uneo_ himſclfe, and endeavourcth to. 
attaine unto during this life, The firſt 
| is, that of a living creature. compoſed of 
a marteriall body , anda forme thar doth 
communicate unto it like and motion. 
| The ſecond as he is indued with a rea(o- 
nable ſoule, capable . of Diſcourſe, and 
 |xnowledge, participating thereby of the- * 
- [Nature of invelie@halidpiries which pla- 
 [{eth him ma ranke above all the mate- 
 [riall-creatures ofthis —_— world. And - 
: ? t 
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the third, as hee is the workemanſhip of 


God created by himout of nothing, , af- 
ter his owne likeneſſe,, that hee might 
ſerve him with obedience and perſeve-; 
rance, _ his temporall being , and| 
be the witneſfe, and pertaker of his glor; 
 inEcernity. The chiefeſt good of 
according tothe firſt, are riches, and ccri 
poreall pleaſures, called by the Apoſilc 
 Concupiſcentra carnts, & oculorum ;, Con: 
cupiſcenee of the fleſh and eyes. 
According tothe ſecond. the vanity 
humane knowlec ge accompanied wit 
the torgerfulneſle of God zor the amblti 
' ous defire of obtaining Power, Honour, 
and command , called by the ſame A 
poſtle , ſuperbia vite ,pride of life z.thol 
who conſ1der him according to the thir 
capacity, eſteeme their chiefeſt good 
conſiſt in the uniting of their wills wit 
God, and inprocuring. the adyanceme 
of his glorious Name. 
| Now the vaſt diſtance there is 
eweene theſe ends which men propof 
unto themſelves , cauſerh the grear ; 
| verl! 
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verſity wee ſee dayly berweene them in 
-| the dire&ion and condudt of their lives, 
each one defiring to obraine the objec 
.; of his wiſhes, by aFttons ſuitable anto ir. 
14} Thoſeof the firſt rank,abandoningthem- 
ſelves to ſenſuall luſts forget the dignity 
of humane Nature: and abaſe them« 
ſelves into the ranke of beaſts. Thoſe 
of the ſecond , denying to acknowledge 
! him from whom they have received all 
thoſe advantages wherein they glory, 1- 
| mitatethe Divels in their pride,  ungra- 
titude, and rebellion againſt rheir maker. 
} Thoſe onely of the third raake ,.cncring 
| Into the true knowledge of themſelves, 
and of the end tor which they were crea- 
ted, ſubmir their, wills unto Almighty 
God, and endeavoring to imirare © the 
Angells in their prompt obedience, make 
themſelves during this-life , ft to enjoy 
their ſociety after the diſſolytion of their 
bodies. 77 age 
From the great contrariety of mens judp- 
ments , reſolutions, and of the ations and 
babirs, that flow from, and are acquired 
{= "nl by 
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by them, ariſerh the different condition | 
of our ſoules when' they are ſeperated | 
from our bodies. The Corall we ſee dai- 
ly » growes in the Sea, and I haveread, | 
roar being under water ie may ( by rea- 
ſon of its ſotrneſſe) bee mouldediinto any | 
ſhape, or figure whatſoever ; bur being 
once expoſed unto the open are, it forth: | 
with hardens, and is no more capable of, | 
change, and alteration : the like happe- | 
neth unto our ſfoules, who while they do | 
continue in this Sea, o'th' world, are ſuf- 
ceprible of the different affeQtions of | 
good , and bad; according to the ſeve- | 
rall:appearances of things , which wor- 
Eing pn our fancies, incline our wills un- 
to the following , or forlaking of them , 
bur having ohce finiſhed their voyage | 
ecre, muſt alwayes weare the drefle of 
hoſe affeaions they have 16 parting 
jente ; arid reape their harveſt in Eter- | 
ity -ſuiraþle unco the ſeeds they have 


fowed'hEte'; "according to that ſaying 
of thie Apoftle; querun we ſeminaverit be- 
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| hath ſowed, the ſame alſo he (hall reap. 


Let us examine the condition of one 


Who hath abandoned himlelfe unto his 


| | ſenſuall lufts, and placing hts chiefe good 


. | in them, hath imploied all the affe&i- 


ons 4nd faculties of his Soule, in compaſ- 


ſing choſe objeQts of his wiſhes, his ſtock 
| of timeis now exhauſted whileft hee en- 
* | deavoured onely to beguile tr'with the 
_ | variety of choife delights; and death fin- 
- | dinghim buſie 1n the carefhing of his bo- 
| dy, hath violently ſnatched it from him, 
| The ſtarely Pallaces, vaſt Treaſures, and 
| raviſhing beauties, whereof he thoughe 
' himſelfe the owner, are now in the poſ- 
| ſeſſion of another 
! 1s expoſe 
| ternity. Ler us with the eyes of contem- 


- 


and the poore Soy 
dnaked upon che cobfintes of E- 


plation accompany hex thither', and ſee 


| What are her thoughts, whar archer en- 


rertaintments in that Countrey wherein 
as yet ſhe.is a ftranger. Fhis rude alerme 
hath 'rouſ'd her now our of thatpleafing 
ſlumber, wheretn' ſhe retchleſſely con- 
ſumed the. time allotred her to labour , 

E 4 and 
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and fhee js come unto the land of reſt , 
whetein fhee muſt for all Erernity , ſub: | 
fiſt upon the ſtocke ſhee hath brogght 
with her: ſhe now begins to take a view 
thereof , and ſumming her accounts, ſhe 
findes that all her - large poſſeſſions, | 
ſumptuous Buildings, Friends, and Rich- | 
es, have parted with her at the houre of | 
Death , rhar all hcr pleaſyres are vani- | 
ſhed likea Dreame, that her body for ' 
whole ſolace and delight all theſe were 

covered, is mouldring 1nto duſt, and aſh- | 
es; and that in fine of all that ſhee hath 

done ; of all that ſhee hath ſeene, ſuffe- | 
red ,, or enjoyed , there remaines no- | 
thing with her bur her owne inordinate | 
judgements, and affe&ions, which like | 
a raging fire burne her without conſu- 
ming, whileſt all her powers and facul- | 
ties are racked inceflantly , when ſhee | 
conſiders the excellencie of what ſhee | 
hath forgone, the unworthinefle of whar 
ſhe bath-purſued , and the impoſhbility 


to retract her choice, 


All that which a moſt violent paſſion 
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is able to produce in the moſt capable 
| ſubje&, is nothing in compariſon of hep 
| afflictions. Wee read that Pompeys wife 
(hee who . was daughter unto Jl: Ce- 
ſar )died ſuddenly with the excefſe of 
griefe cauſed by the love ſhe bare unto 
{ her husband, upon the fight but of a. 
| bloudy garment ; which ſhee knew had 
| beenethax day worne by him ; and if we 
' may believe the Poets, that ſame paſo 
drew Orpbews to Hell among the Gholts, 
and Fiends in ſearch of his Eurtdice , as 
| being company much more ſupportable 
' untohim, then were his cares, and ſor- 
 rowes occalioned by her abſence :. bur a= 
' las ! what compariſon is there betweene 
the cauſe of their afflitions?they ſorrow- 
ed for their ſeperation from thoſe they 
loved bur for a time, .as being well afſu- 
red, that although time would nor re- 
ſore life to thoſe had loſt ir : yet hee 
would certainly unite them to their loves 
by giving death to thoſe that ſought it - 
whereas Eternity ( though infinite and. 
boyndlefſe) cannot in all the vaſtnefſe, of 
ItS 
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extenſ10n,furniſh this ſoule with the leaſt | 
ray of hope,thatihe ſhal meer again with 
thoſe deceitfull pleaſures, wherin ſhe nad 
eſtabliſhed her contentment, 
The miſeries wee ſuffer during our u- | 

\ Hhion with our bodies, have ever with | 
them this double comfort : wzz. that ei- | 
ther they themſelves wil change their | 

Nature , or wee change our opinions | 

rouching the Nature of chem.” The | 

courſe of things wee ſee js variable , and | 

' wee may probably imagine thar as our ' 

 Jjoyes have paſſed , Io allo will thoſe : 
things that do afflict us ; or elſe ; that the 
acquaintance wee ſhall make with mi- | 
ſery ; will in time ſo farre alter the Na- | 
ture thereof,that wee ſhall bee no longer | 
troubled at it. 'The ftrongeſt 5 rom, do 


in tract of time, become naturalt food to 
thoſe char are accuſtomed to them ; as 
heeretofore, wee read ,it happenedunto 
that King, from whom we have the name 
and uſe of Mithridate; whereas the mife- 
ries of an Eternall condition, can never 
receive cale by any alteration, either 1n 
the things themſelves , or in the _— 
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of thoſe that ſuffer them : Becauſe Erer- 
nity is nothing elſe but a fixed inſtant all- 
wayes permanent ; and time is ſo eſſen ti- 
ally neceflary unto change , that it can- 
not bee wrought but by his meanes , ac- 
cording to the before recited Maxime, 17 
inflants 10n fit mut atto» = | Ee 
— The torment which Mazentiw menti- 
oned ( by Yirgt in his: Aniods ) uſed to 
his captives, hath ſome imperfe& weake 
reſemblance of this poore ſoules condi- 
tion ; that Tyrantuſed to faſten them un- 
to dead bodies 1oyning their hands, their 
teer, their mourhs,therr eyes,and all their 
other parts with thoſe of putrid carcaſſes. 
Ler us confider what were the thoughts 
of thoſe poor miſerable wretches, who 
though living in themſelves were by this 
union hindred from exerciſing any the 
aRions ot lite; and notwithſtanding their 
| natural averſ{10n from ſtench,from rotten 
| neſs and from corruption,were yet forced 
to converſe onely with them, ex- 
changing all the happineſle of life, to 
entertaine thole diſmall obje&s , 
which 
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which preſented them with nought but | 


 ghalllieneſle, and terrour. 
* Thar unto which thoſe wretches were | 

compelled by outward violenceis an im- , 

perfe& repreſentation of whar happens | 

rothisſoule by her depraved habits , and | 

affe@tions, ſhee hath made choice of box | 
dily delights, and pleaſures , as hier-chie- 
feſt good ; fhe hath imployed during her 
life the fatulty of her underſtanding in 
the contewplating ,. and that ofher will 
1n the enjoyment of them ; the often rei- 
tcration' of theſe as, and judgements , | 
have powerfully imprinted thern' within | 
her, and being thus diſpoſed her tempo- | 
rall union with the bode hath beene giſ- | 
ſolved ; and ſhees becom a dweller in E- ? 
rernity ; where (as I have already ſhew- | 
ed) ſhee1s notcapable of alteration, ſhee |} 
very well perceives the baſe unworthi- | 
nefle , and vanity of thoſe delights; and | 
the impoſſibility of exer comming to en- 
joy them , but cannot quir her inclinatt- | 
ons to them, which not permitting her to 

exerciſe her faculties on objects oony 
er 
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her ſelfe, fill her with notions of earthly, 
tading, and corruptible things : where- 
on (beginning to bee now ſenſible of her - 
owne naturall perftections ) ſhee cannor 
caſt a thoughr , but doth repleniſh her 
with horrour , with confution and a- 
frightmenr. 
The condition of a foule puffed uj 
with pride of humane knowledpe, or the | 
ambirious deſire of Power , and Com- 
mand , after her ſeperation from the bo- 
die, 1s yet much more deplorable, then 
thar of the other. The fail:ngs of the one 
have proceeded from a grofle ignorance 
of the true good was to be followed, and 
from a ſoft compliance, with the bodie ; 
whereas this other hach offended ont of 
malice , and contempt of the firſt cauſe, - 
from whom ſhee hath received her be- 
ing ; the one is to bee looked onas a fim- 
ple Malefator, whereas this other can- 
not be conſidered but as a Traytor, and a 
Rebell , who hath attempted to invade. 
the rights of her Creator; and indeayou- 
red to find out a wiſdeme ,, and 'cftabliſh : 


* 
. 
» 
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a power which flould bee independant | 
of him. Their paſhons are proportiona- | 
ble unto the cauſes from whence they 
| ſpring, ſo as if the one give her ſelfe over | 
} to the weake paſhons ofgriefe, and la. 
mentation, this other falling from the 
heighr of her ambitious prerences , muſt 
needs abandon her ſelfe unto deſpaire r 
to rage, and fury ; fhee hath beene fo far 
blinded during this life by the opinion of | 
her owne wiſdome ,'and ſufficiency, or | 
dazeled with the falſeluſtre of her digni- 
_ ties, and Power, that ſhe refmſed ro ſtoop 
tothe Divinity , and acknowledge him | 
the onely giver of chem : ſhe hath chere- 
| fore propoſed her (elfe unto her ſelfe as 
| the maine end of all her a&Rions, and ha- 
 ving thus eſtabliſhed a chiefe good oppo- 
fite unto rhar of all the other Creatures , 
and ſerled in her ſelfe the notions, and af- | 
 feaions thereof, (hee hath beene feperg- 
red from'the bodie. When comming. | 
to diſcover the true Nature and cauſe of 
things, ſhee findes that whatſoever hath 
a being, depends on God, as the firſt 
| caule, 
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cauſe , and are willingly ſubordidate un- 
to him as the end, for which they were 
| created; thatherſelfe is like a Prodigie 
' in Nature, whom all the other Crea- 

tures exprotrate with this her vile ungra- 
titude, Treaſon , and Rebellion againſt 
their Maker ; what can ſhee doe having 
| thus proudly contemned herGod?8& being _ 
her felfe forſaken and deteſted by all o- * 
' ther things , bur ſeeke outa retirement 
| in herſclfe,where her proud thoughts de. _ . 
| ſpoyled of that falſe greatneſle they had 
* fancied ;feed her continually with envy, * 
rancour, and diſpite , againſt her fellow 
; Creatures,and the Deny. 
; Hercafe (in my opinton)hath ſome re- 
| ſemblance with that of Bazazet King of 
| the Turkes, hee who was overcome and 
{ taken Priſoner by the great Tamerlane: 
this proud Prince ſaw himſelfe maſter of 
-»the better parfof 4fs, and having ſwal- 
| lowed in his ambitious thoughts the Mo- 
narchy of the whole World ,' had befie- 
ged the Grecian Emperour in his Empe- 
riall City which hee was upon the poine 
of 


- 
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of taking : bit in the midſt of all his flat- 
ecting ptoſpcfities he was invaded by this 
Tamerlane , who having detſeated him in 
& great bartle , cauſed him to bee ſhut up 
within an iton cage , in which being irc | 
cloſed, he expoſed him unto the mocke- 
ry of all his Army , and uſed him as a 
footftoole to tread upon , whenfoever he 
had occaſion to ger on horfebacke ;whar | 
were the thoughts of this proud Tyrant | 
who haveing lately had the diſpofall of | 
4 World of men , and being regarded by 
them as a Deity; was ſuddenly become | 
che ſcorne of Botes , and Lackies ? and | 
having formerly fancied to himlelfe the | 
Empire of the World , was forced to | 
ſerve another as his' foorſtoole # All his 
aſt greatneſfe, Power, and Proſperities, | 
ad now no other ſubſiftance , but in his | 
Memory, where they were alwayes pre- | 
ſent,” nor togive eaſe toghis afflictions, 
bur roencreaſe the anguiſh and rhe trou? 
ble of them , by inſpiring him with 
rhoughts of rage, and tury againſt God 
and men, by whom his expe&artions had 

| beeb 
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beene ſo foulely difappointed.. 2 
Such we may fancy to our ſelves are the 

ravings,of this poore ſoule ; though with 

| this difference , that Bajazet was able to 
avoid the trouble. of them , by daſhing 
out his braines againſt che iorn barres of 

\ thar his Priſon, whercas this ſoule can 
never quit her ſelfe from being perſecu- 

red by rhole ſtings of conſcience ſhe, car- 
ries with her as her corturers : for all E- 

© | ei tn 

Alas! how imperfe& is that apprehen- 

| {ton wee have of the as which ſoule 

| exerciſcth after her ſeperarion from the 

| bodte; by comparing, them unto thaſe | 

| weeare capable of. during this life ? hee 

| that ſhould eſtimate rhe morion of the. 

| primum mobile; according unto what hee 

ſees performed heere by a:ſnaile z would. 

' | nor. tall. ſhorter in, his conceprion'of rhe 

| Rapid ſwiftneſs, wherewith rhat, Sphear, 

"F is whicled about this Globe oft Earth , 

1} then wee ſhall doe in ours, if wee reſem- 

* | ble the affeRions of joy ,.. and gricte,,, 

1 | which wee have heere, during tne union, 

, | F with 
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with our materiall bodies, to thoſe a 
ſoule hath when jhee is ſevered front it; | 
whether we ſhall confider her huge a&b+ 
viry, when ſhe is purely an imtriateriall 
ſubſtance, . in compariſon of what ſhee| 
hach when ſhee 1s clogged with fleſh andf 
bloud ; or the perfeion of her operati- 
ons, when (he beholds clearly the things 
themſelves in their owne Natures, wirth- | 
our helpe of thb(e 79eas, or imperte&re: 
preſent aions of rhem in our fancies, | 
which wee: ate forced to uſe duritie this ; 
life : or laſtly, the exeniprion fromtime, | 
and place , by which-our a&ions heere þ 
are all reſtrained, but can nave no eorm- 
mexce arall with her , who is above thi 
reach of rime becauſe of her Eternallbe- 
ing ; h0rcan bee circumferibed in place, 
as having''neither quantity nor tmatrer, | 
The affections of joy, and:griefe,as they 
refit mm the inteltetuallapperiteof man, 
are biir impulſes df our wills upon our-o- 
cher faculties: which earry us of to the 
enjoying : ot- the one; or ſhunning the '0- 
ther; Wirth mort-; or lefle vislenee; accort 
Ss ding 
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ding to:the meaſure of: the impreſſion 
wee receive touching the good, or cviil 
of them ; the force' whereof depends up- 
on the acive motion of the {oule, and 
therein that ot one feperated, hugely ſur- 
paſſerh what thee hath heere, while ſhee 
15 mingled with che mafle of our terreſtri- 
a1l bodies ; powder whereof. wee have _ 
the dayly uſe, when ir remaines uniredin 
the Maſle whereof 'it is compoſed, is eali- 
ly reſitained by the: weake clofure of a 
Tunne, ar Barrell;/but1f ic once rake fire 
will cauſc an Earthquake, and ſhake the 
frame- of Nature it it bee hindred in its 
courle towards rhe region of fire, which 
is che proper centcr , whereunto tr tends. 
The ſoul hath ſorhe reſemblance unto this 
her paſtons , ar impulſes; during her u- 
nion with the bodice, are weake , and tce- 
ble; bur being once devidedfrom 1r, (hee 
then hath an adtivity : ſurpaſſing that of 
re, which makes her paſhons.or impul- 
ſes, become fo firong and violent, . chat 
they bear no-propartion at all wich thoſe 
whick: we have heexe, and enjoy:nothing - 
F 2 common 
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 cothmon with them, but their appellati- 
on. Their force is alſo very much encrea- 
ſed,by the cleare ſight ſhe hath of things 
 intheir own Natures, without the helpe 
of any Species , drawnhe'trom the things, 
or the convertion of her ſelfe unto the 
Phantaſmes , from whence ariſeth the 
certainty of knowledge ,” incompatible | 
{ . ' withdoubr, or with opinion (which are 
the greateſt enemies toaRion ) fince no | 
man ever vehemently covets, or fearesa | 
 thing;of whoſe Nature hee is uncertain, | 
And ,'laſtly they are beyond meaſure } 
heightened,by rhe exemption from time, | 
and place, wnich ſhee enjoyes during her 
fare of ſeperation ; whereby theef 
comprehends ( after a fort all rime and 
place,within her ſelfe.A liztle rime,and af 
ſmall place, are capable onely of little al-| 
terations, wee are not ſen{ible of the fal- 
ling of one drop «<f water, whereas in 
time it hath the force to pierce the har: 
- deſt Marble; and rhe Sunes beames, 
which being divided into ſundry places, 
' have ſcarce the Power to'war me us , doe 


Nature of Eternity &c. 69 


(when they are united , by a glaſle ) be- 
come a fire that burnes and 1corcerh, 
What ſhall weeſay then of a paſſion , 
which hath Eternity , and an infinity of 
place for bounds of irs continuance, and _ 
firuation? all degreesof compariſonare - - 
heere exceeded, and wee mult needs ac- 
| knowledge thar all che miferies whereof 
| a man is capable during this life, are a 
meere nothing, in reſpe& of whar theſe 
| wretched, wretchcd,ſoules, are forced to 
! ſuffer rowardes the expiation of their 
| crimes, for all Erernity. 
Wharl1 have heere ſer downe hath 
beene ro explicate the miſerable ſtare of 
thoſe unhappy ſoules during Eternity 
( according to rhe ordinary courle of na- 
| turall cauſcs)who deviating from the true 
| good for the enjoyment whereof they 
were created , have purſued their owne 
vitious inclinations, and affe&ions, in 
| ſtead thereof. Bur who is hee thae can 
| beeable rodiſcover the immenſe great- 

neſs of thoſe puniſhmets, wnich the ftriet 
juſtice of an offended Deity , will inflict 
N F 3 upon 
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upon them , for their ungratitude a- 


_ gainſt him? heere all expreſſion is dumb; 


and wee. muſt needs acknowledge. our 
hearts are t&0 roo narrow to compre- 
 hendthe vaſt abiſles of his judgements, 
as well as the ouerflowirg torrents of his 
mercies. Yerfince himſclfe hath by his 
onely Sonne beene pleafcd to communi- 
cate {omerhing concerning them unto 
mankind-; 1fjall with reverence draw | 
neere; and withour prying curiouſly into | 
the hidden ſecrets of them , arcemprto | 
take a ſhort imperſe&@ view of the pro- | 
ceedings , which the Divine ivftice will 
order to bee made apainſt chefe Malc- 
faGors for the condigne puniſhment of 
their offences. 1 | ; 
- How deplorable is the condition 'of 
theſe ſoulſes according unto what 1 have 
delcribed already? and yet how happy 
were 1tinteſpeCt of what it 1s, were rhey 
bur icftalone tobee rormented onely by 
themſelves > for they have {carce begun 
tomaikea ſad acquaintance with their 
milcrics, when they are fuddenly "_ 
| ne 
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ned with a mulritude of Divelis ; whoſe 
ugly ſhapes cauſe an afirightment in 
chem equall to that of the implayment 
| upon which they come, and that isto 
convey them unto the dreadtu!l judge- 
ment ſear of God, Theſe fiends do now 
begin ro glory inthe ſucceſle: of their 
' temptations, and whileſt they drag them 
| ta the place where they areto receive 
| the ſentence of their condemnation , 
{ praiſe upon them all thoſe harbarous 
cruclties , which an inſulting mercilefſe 

enemy,can uſe againſt a Capiived wretch 
delivered over to his rage , and fury, 
\ They now have executed their commaſit- - 
| On, arid theſe poore guilry ſoules rremble 
with horfour to ſee themſelves preſeated 
| before the dreaded. majeſty of him, 
whom having formerly rcje&cd for thetr 

Advocate and their Redeemer, they muſt 
| now ſubmir unto, as Judge of all their 
actions, and deportments ; thoſe rayes of 
glory which ſtreaming from his ſacred 
perſon , repleniſh all the Saints and An- 
gelis with unſpcakeable content, and 
A F 4 pleaſure, 
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 rleaſure, fill them with an exceſle of hor- 
our,and deſpaire, by making them re- 
flie& upon the innocence wherein they | 
were created, the happineſle for which 
they were ordained , the baſe unworthy. 
neff; of that for love whereof they have 
caſt off the firſt, and forfeited che larrer; | 
the prodigious uglinefle of thoſe affe&ir 
ons wherewi:h they - now are filled ip- 
ſtead of them ; and laſtly, rhar all this | 
muſt bee proclaimed and juitified againſt 
them betore the dreactull Majeity of | 
God, 1n preſence of the Saints and An- | 
gells, by their owne conſcaences , produ- | 
&Y as witneſles againft them to tizeir E- 
ternal] ſhame and infamy ; {o that incom- 
paſſed with a Legion of theſe torturing 
thoughts, as well as Divells ; they know | 
not whether of tae two hath greater tor- | 
menc, either the expeRartion of the (en- 
| eence, or the Execution of it. 

 Andyyet that ſame 1s wondertully cer- 
rible, for they are thereby baniſhed from 
che preſence of Almighty God , and door 
med to live in Everlaſting Fire. Proven 
= "4" fo 
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for the Divell and his Nog from all 
Erernicy. A diſmall mantion, whether 

| wee ſhall conſider the place ir ſelfe,which 
is a Region belching our perpetuall 
flames, and yet covered with an impene- 
crable darkenefle , or the fociery of the 
inhabitants thereof (who are the Divels, 
 implacable enemies of humane» kinde) 
whoſe malice keepes them perpetvally 

| buſted in the invention of new torments, 
whereby to ad unto the greatneſs of theit 
 afflictions;or laſtly, their entertainments 
| whileſt they abide there, which ( as the 
| Sonne of God himſelfe informes us ) are 
weeping, & gnaſhing of their teeth forall 
Erernity. os | 

- I ſhall notgoe about ro reckon up the 

| ſundry kindes of puniſhments inflied 
| therc, on ſevera)l perſons according to 
the Nature of their ſeverall crimes; the 
| ſulphurous potions « hich the 'drunkard 
ſhall there bec forced to ſwallow downe 
inſtead of the delicious wines, wherein 
hee placed his greateſt happineſle ; the 
loathſome food: roi" the van 
-1)- (ans YM Re "F' Ww 
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E 74 A Drfcour it upon the 
ſhall. chere bee. crammed, in lieu of his þ« 
chaice feaſts, and ſumptuous ' ban- |} 
quets, the ſcarnes, indignitics , and con- | 

temprs, to which the proud ambitious F}; 

 manhall bee expoſed , in exchange of |* 

| of thar reſpe@ , and honour hee ſought | 
| forheere, and all thoſe different kindes 

of tqxrures which the Divine juſtice, dif- 

penſech with an admirable order, amid 
that h@rrour , and confuſion , accordin 

iQ che different crimes whereof thoſe | 

{oules have heere beeneguilty ; theſe | 

have already beene copioufly deciphered 

by other excellent pennes, and cannot | 

bee compriſde by mee within the.com- 

paſle of this ſhort diſcourſe, nor doe 
comprehend, how theſe materiall chings 
may (by the ordinary courſe of Nature ) 
workeany ajteration in the immarertall 
ſaulc, when ſhe is ſeperated from the bo- 
dy (tar Iſpeake nothing of her condigt- 

_ en after the reſurre&tion, when ſhe ſhall 

bee againe unired eo 1t) but I muſt needs 

_ eonclude her rorments farr exceed the 

torce . of byumgne anderſtanding..to con- 
Ceive 
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ceive.; when I conſider , the infinite Mar 
jeſty of that God, tor ſatisfaftion of 
whoſe juſtice they are appointed z the 
abloiute unlimired Power of him by 
t whoſe order they are inflied; the huge 
activity of a ſep2rated ſoule by whom 
they are ſuffered ; and the endleſſe conti- 
nuance of Eternity , during all which 
they are tobe endured, —"|\ | © 
| We have accompanied theſe miſerable 
| ſoules unto the brinke of that infernall 
lake, wherein who ever falles is irreco- 
 verably loſt tor all: Erxcxnity; unhappy 
| perſo:'s, to have art all received a being , 
ſince they mult ghcre exchang the momG- 
rary pleaſures they have enjoyd ingiving 
| ſatisfaRion to their own unbrideled appe- 
rites , to Jive in everlaſting flames, tor- 
| mented by the D.vclls , and the ſting of 
their owne conſciences , more cruell to 
them then thoſe hellifh monſters, a- 
mongſt whom they are confined by the 
Divine juſtice, for thcir puniſhment, and 
CUrex2mplc, Pet £1 
Le: us now alter the Scene , and quit- 
ee ae ay: 


P 
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ting theſe ſad ſpeftacles of horrour , and 
afrighemenr, curne all our thoughts up. 
onthe contemplation ofa ſoule, who du- 
_ Ting life hath propoſed God unto her 
ſelte as her chiete good, and entring inty 
a ſerious conſideration of the unſpekablef 
bencfirs ſhee hath received from him , in 
her creation, in her redemption, and cor 
rinuall preſervation , hath by an a& df} 
generaus gratitude caſt off all choughr| 
ot Luſt, ot Vanity , or Pride , wherc unto 
ſhe was 1nclincd by her concupiſcences, | 

and aftetions, roſacrifice her ſelfe inti- 
rely unto the performance of his will, 
 andpleaſur:; the Divine grace ſeconding 
\. rhele good diſpoſitions , hath fo illumi- 
\ © nated her with the reſplendent beames 
of Heavenly lighe, that ſhee hath beene} 
enabled ro diſcover fome licele glimps of 
thoſe admirable perte&ions. of her Crea-| 
tor , the hight whereof hath raviſhed all] 
her Powers , ſo.that enamored on his 
Celeſtiall beauty (he hath converſed du- 
ring her union with the body onely in 
Heaven, all her thoughts, withes and at- 
—_ Cc 


{| may put on 1mmortallity, 
| tle conſider the bleflednefle of her condi- 
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fe&ions being continually preſent there 
where ſhe had placed her omely treaſure, 
Death ,' whoſe grim viſage affrights the 
moſt couragious ipirits, 1s welcome to 


| her, and ſhee doth quir with joy the baſe 


attire of fleſh , and of corruption,thar ſhe 


tion in this ſtate of ſeperartion. 
Knowledge, whofe objc& is therrue 


| Nature, and cauſe of things, is ſo-hard 
| to beartained unto'during this life , that 


the Philoſophers ( who have imployed 
themſelves in ſearch of it) havea great 
parc of them deſpaired of being ableto 


F find ir our. The Academicks ( a {e& of 


them much renowned in antient time ) 


| pronounced boldly chat there was no- 


thing whatſoever, could be knowne; the 
Scepticks ( proceeding groin more 
warily ) held that no demonſtration 
could bee made, and did therefore 
continue doubrfull , denying their aflenr 
unto the truth of any propoſition, And 
thoſe Philoſophers ( whofollowing 4- 
| riftole 


Lerus 4a lit- 


78 «A Diſcowſeuponth | 
Tfeptle )-: have eftabliſhed in our Schoolg 
a forme'of learning, doe ( by a tyranny 
they exerciſe over our reaſon) comma 
us © admit withoue proofe ſo manyj 
grounds, or principles; upon which they 
eſtabliſh rhe Doctrine they deliver, thath 
divers.of our choiceft modern wits, haveſ 
thence takeh occaſion! co diſpute . againit 
chem , and to endeavpur tne overthrow-| 
ing of all chat firucture they Have built} 
This! 1hextricablc laberineh. wherein | 
truth 4s, ſhurc up, being 1tperviows by | 
morcall meh , cauſed Socrates after :all hs | 
ftudy infearch oi her , conclude; rhar hee 
was 1gnoratit of alleiangs elle ſaye.onely 
rhis, thar hee knew, nothing , andthe de- 
ipaire of being able ro find her out, made þ 
Ariſtotle: xhrow himfclte headieng into 
the Ocean, atter hee had long ſought m 
vaine ro find the reafoa of 1ts Ebos.and } 
_— =; 
But the'who dot 


h 7 barefully conceale 

her ſelfe from thoſe rhar live, expoſerh 

ircely all her beauries ra bee viewtd over | 
by 


x 
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by this ſeperated ſoule; and fills Her with 
' the fulnefle of thar know] 


| . - | | ” « TY at. ; 
, . ka 3 FOI 
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eegein'0tte 
ififtane , Whoſe ſmalleſt DOrtION® ivee 
{carcely gaine by the contmualF fludy of 


| many ages; the contemplation whitreof 


| is a contentment infinitely ſurpaſfſing'a1] 
F thoſe pleaſures which weeare capable of 


F during this life, 


The Queene of $hv22, - 


| uponehe 'fame onely of Selowons great 
þ wiſedome, rhoughr it well worth herla- 


bour to quir the pleaſures of her Court, 


| andexpoſing her felfe unto rhe trouble, 
| roile, anddangers incident toa long Yoy- 
| age , came from the fartheſt part of all 


| have the ſatisfa&ron to become a hegrer- 


the Eaſt ro finde him our, that ſhe might 


of ir. 


Alexander the great, prifetarſo: 


| high a rat&thoſe notions of Philoſophy 


 offucceeding ages,by reaſon of his 


| Tatorthen ts his Father PhiU5p,and 
| had from him received hi being,s 


he had received from 4#:fi0le during the 
time he was his Pup; thar he was” ufed 
to ſay, hee had a greater oblipariontohis. 


yer hc 


er,ſufficieft ro makehimſelfe the wonder 
ptott- 
ous: 


fo , A Diſeunſe apmthe 


' ousvicornies, and conqueſts: and «Archi- 

| - medes(the great Artiſt) had all his pow-| 
ers, and faculties, ſo wholly taken yp,'by 
'the contentment hee found in ſpeculating 
of thoſe demonſtrations he had invenreq 
rouching the Symetry and proportion of 
bodies, that all che rage, and tury , was 
praQiſed, ar che raking in of Siracuſa ,Þ 
& the deſtruction of theſe innocent inha- 
birants,which peopled that unlucky City 

| (whereofhimſclfe,was one) could notdr | 
vere him from the pleaſure of ir, or once 
afford him leaſure ro make anſwer unto a | 
Souldier , who asked his name, with an | 
intentionto have preſreved him, , _ 

If this ſmall dawne of knowledge hath 
appeared unto the eyes of the beholders 
wich ſo glorious a Juſter, as made it pre- 
ferrable before the ſumpruous magnifi- i 
cences of a ſplendid Courr, the glittering 
brigheneſle of a Crowne, and Sceprer, or | 
life it ſelfe, whar thall we ſay of char ex-'} 
ceſle of pleaſure wherewith this foule-is F 
filled, when (hee enjoyes the fullnefle of F 
all knowledpe, and clearely ſees the wy 

prey” . 7% 
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' Nuturevf Eternity, c, a 3 
. þ ſes, Nature, properties, and qualities of : 
all che workmanſhips of God? when ſhe 
beholds his admirable Wiſdome ;, Pow- 
þ<r,and Providence,'exercifed it the con- 
tinual! upholding of this huge fabrick þ 
and how from the great contrariety and 
F firite there:is berweene the parts where- 
 þ of it is compoſed , he drawes the prefer- 
Vation'ot the whole, by a perperuall Sc- 
Fries of generation, and corrnprion: how 
dearh which feemes to bee ordained for 
 p&cliroying theſociery of humane kinde, 
as the maine Baſis whereupon it reſtes ; 
ecauſe the: feare thereof witholds viti- 
2us perſons from falling headlong into 


cdepth of wickedneſſe , and the hoy 
f it animiates vertuous men to 


conſtantly , inche rough craggy wayes of 
acute: that-puzzleall our choiceſt wits 
PÞ ſearching ourtheir hidden canſes, are 
hen madeeaſiero'her, and (hee doth 
Plainlyautiderſtand , whetherthe' fluxes 
prorefluxesof the Ocean, arc guidedby 
ne morious the Moone A 


oo ww << es ww wo. * - 7 
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82 +." » A Diſcourſe upon the 
Of that-continuall winde , . raiſed unde 
the Equator by the Sunne, whether th, 
conſtant inclination of the Loadſtone ti 
wards the North, whereby wee are & 
| bled to make diſcoveries of the remate 
, creekes and corners of the Sea, is cauſy 
by an attraRive quallity refiding in, the 
poles atthe earth, which being ſomwhu 
different from thoſe .wee fancy..in: th 
Heavens, produceth thar ſmall variatic 
weobſecrve dayly;in rhe Compaſle;or þ 
. thole ſireames of atomes, drawne by.tl 
Suanes. great heate: berweene. the Try 
--ptckes, which flowing ever 'more fro 
North to South., and penetrating all x 
fubtile pores , whereot the ſtone is ft 
whijc.it remaines within the. Earth! 
'thar+poſition., doth in_contitmance F 
.rime beger this property , which wee al 
 1mitare by oiten hearing of an iron, 
placing -it to:ogole (while yer. the poriſ 
eetarg opened. by the fire ) 
'Notth,*:and South. Or laſtly, whe JK 
tharqualliry, together with.the pow 
. whereby the lame is by a touch comm 
* nNICAK 
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nicated to the needle 3 and that-whiereby 
irartras iron to it ſelte, depentton cat- 
ſes whereof as yet mankinde1s'ighotant; 
whoſe knowledgeis by providencereſet- 
| - ved co the-diſcovery' ot poſterit iti that 
age which ſhall ſucceede us ; as ehiEtxpe- 
F rience: was to thoſe in that which eric 

| before us.  Whetherthe chetecſulf light, 
which. wee ſee darted by the Surine from 
Eaſt; ro Veſt; is buria qualluty commu- 
nicated by him in-an inſtanri 9 alt the 
T aire, throughourthe vaſt extenrof bur 

| horiſon,'oris the'body of the fire-tit ſelfe, 
which 'being the moſtuRive Element; | 
and: | wing' from the Sunne, #& fro 1ts 
fountaine ; into the liquid Element” of 
aire , :prevents:by its'valt diſtance from 
us; huge expanſion, and aQive ſwifeneffe, 
| our feeling; and our fight ; from"being- = 
ſenſible of any _ which” mighe in- 
F forme our underſtanding ; couching the 

meaſure: of jes hear and motion; VVhe- ; 
ther the never ceafing' tittnes wehaveof 
day, and night ;proceed'from the'petpe 
tuall morion of all ehe -———_— ried 
| | $$ 


- 
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__ « . _ADefceurſeupm the 
- about..by. the great violence of the pr; 
B+ noodle , or from the motion 'of the 
Earth On its owne Axis, all che 
7 hr ed partes of it ſacceſfively.,'to be 
lit ened. by the Sunne ; Winter the 
Players ,are fixed z3..each of them in a (e 
.verall Spheare, whoſe morion doth di- 
rect theircourſes; or (which ſome think 
they can demonſtrate of the.-Sunne | 
mooveall of them( except: the moone;)| 
_ yponthejr. ſevexall Axes likethe Earth, | 
How far their different influences. , and} 
hed winder BY governe all ſublunary bodtes\ 
| eaukogthe birches and periods, ot States, 
| and Monarchics., andthe perticular hap» 
-, Pineſſc and miſerics of private men, _ 
| *, But,above all {hee is intirely-farisfied 


with {eciap,how.the intalibillicy of Gods 
; Prelczence, infring 
 thans 


3gerknot the liborcy of 

wo free will, How mac. rare bei I 
w, happens by chanoe; bur that his: o- Þ 
idett Gipoſing ſwccxiyall choſeehings : 

which hchath wroaght, permits the mt- 

{cries of good, and proſperities of wick- 

#303. he atlvarirage of hisfery 


by P 
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by exerciſing and- rang Ly the ane, 

add by reclaiming of rhe other, and haw 
in fine by the inſcrutable Meanders of oh 
jndgement hee ordereth ſo, that all the. 
villany, and wickednefle 1s ed 
| heere, cooperates unto the Fee of his 


left, and the increaſe of his owne glo: 
TY. 


| Intheſe imployments ſhe might with 
| joy ſpend an infinity of rime , were (hee. 
|} not taken off by others of much more. 
delight , and conſequence. For fhee no, 
{ſooner leaves times regtonand Comes yp. 
{pon the confines of CR, bur ſhoes. 


attended by a rroope of 

ited to ca 0 hs unto wn, c glions 

ourt of her Creator , and ſhee receives 

by them an. invitation is ſent uazo herby: . 

2d himſelfe, like untq that wee: xead) 

n the Canticles, Jap biems tranſit. im 

ber aut, & Teceſfit (ung e amice mee;Q. ur 
, My friend the wi winter of thy chilling 

Fares, and feares., 4s palt, rhe ſhowees N 

Few tearcs &re row blovene QyET , &; 


thereforg and mount up unto the <> 
forg and m I es 


bh 


Se; of Diſcomſe upon the 
ver bleſſed dwelling of Eterniry, Who. 
can'exprefſe rhofe*exraſies of joy this 
ſummons cauſerh ? or fancy tro himſelfe 
the leaſt Idea of thoſe pleaſing raprures 
wherewtith ſhe 1s poflefled , when ſhe be- 
holds the beauries' of the imperiall Hea- 
ven, which 'now'ſtatids open to receive 
' Thoſe holy Saints and picus men, who 
have'endeavoured roinflame us with the 
love of 'vettue by hope of the ' reward to 
come'; accommodating their expreſſions 
to ouk conceirs,deſcribe ir to us like a ſpa: 
cious Citty , builr all of Gold and preci- 
ous ſtones , whoſe gares are cach of them 
compoſed of one entire Pearle, whcſe 
walles' are made not for defence bur or- 
_ namient; | becauſe her enemies are all des 

ſitoyed ; and ſhee eſtabliſhed 'in ſecurity 
aboyethe reach of rirge or fortune; whoſe 
| houſes arc of Jaſper ,.and of Porphyrie, 

inlaid with Rubies, Diamonds, and Car: 

buncles-, where'Gold'and pollifhed Mar- 
_ blecare not imployed bur'for the meaneſt 
ves, '"Every of whoſe inhabirants is 2 


"great 


» 


®” ©, 
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great King, and hath Dominion over all } 
the workes of Nature, a beauty that our | 
ſhines the Sun in greateſt heighe of all his 
glory, an activity (urpaſing that of lighe- 
ring, accompanied with youth , - and 
health, which never ſhall decay forall 
Eternity, Within the circuir- of rhoſe 
walles, they repreſent unto usa large 
field , beautified with all rhe choife var _ 
ery of lowers that can-bee thoughe. on, | 
whoſe fragrant ſmell ſends forth. a moſt. *' 
delicious: perfume to the ſenſes; in mide 
deſt whereof paſleth a purling ſtreame of: 
living warers, which who ſorafts , ſhall 
never thirſt for all. Eternity: where a con-- 

tinuall ſpring preſerves all plants, in the 
| fall freſlneſſe of their prime and verdure, 
where an Erernall day ſuffers not the 
leaſt | Eclips of night, or darkenefſe', 
there all the bleſſed dwellers in this Hea- 
venly Country doe entertaine. cach other + 
in perfe&love,and concord , with fulneſs 
| ofall joyes, and plcaſures, whoſe com- 
| pleate happineſſe camnever be diſturbed, 
| by the-:unweicome: preſence: of gn enc-: | 
= Foun my, 


$3 ff Difeoarſe upon the 
_ my, Or the fad pauiti of a friend. 
What a mcere nothing, are all the 
flattering ſhadowes &#&:content we graſpe 
ax during life, being comparcd to thoſe 
of this Celefliall ranſton, . which Lhave 
heexe deſcribed 3 yer tnefe axe the our- 
fide onely of their joyes, nor to bee prifed | 
arall, it once compared to that wherin 
 conſfiſtsthe Eſſence, of x +> qa bliſs , 
and ha pineſlc, Gold , Marb T Precious 
ſtones, faire gields, coole ſprings, the com- 
ny of Saints and Angells, Soveraigne 
power, beauty, aivity, yourh , health, | 
-- 1mpaſſibilicy, and immyortalliry it ſelfe | 
*  cannever fatisfie the immateriall foule , 
- withour the viſion oft her. Lord and ma- 
ker, this 1s the center whereunto thee 
wndes, che object of her powers , and fa- 
 cnlties; this being once obtained, brings 
- with irfull repo 


© and quierneſle, which 
* all created things can never doe, And 
this is heere communicated freely to her, 
whexeby her. underſtanding is fully ſatis- 
fied, with che. cleare: knowledge of ail. 
| hinges, by light ot him. who 3s both on 
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Nature of Eternity,@c. oY 
firſt cauſe, and truth it ſelife, Her will | 
finds alſo; heere what ever obje&irt de= 
firech, in the ſecure poſſeſſion of all good = 
thinges, whichare united in his Nature + - 
who 1s good it (elfe, 

Who can deſcribe the infinite advan- 
rages , PFEFOgAriveS , a, 6 that | 
doe accompany this blefled vition? words | 
are roo feeble ro exprefle., and humane 
hearts (though nercſo large ) are too roo 


% 


narrow to'concelve them. A 
Ler us conclude ; that as that man 
| who doth p*rrake of wifedome' is truly 
| wiſe, and who hath courage becommeth 
valiant, evenſo this bleſſed (oule, being 
ingulf'd in contemplation of the diery , 
by che ſtrift union which that cauſerh of 
all her faculties ro him, is in ſomefort a + 
God, enjoying all perfeQions by partict- * 
pation , which God himſelte hath by 


ropricty. 
Fel The Concluſion. 
| Reader having finithed theſe two firſh: 
heads of this Diſcourſe, ro wit,@ deſcrip» | 
tion of whar Eternity 1s', aud whar our | 


— —_ CP ——_— 


thoſe that ſerve for rhe well ordering _ 


YE 
gO lf Diſcourſe upon the 
condition will be when we ſhall come to 
be pertakers of it ; there remained in the 
laſt place, that Iſhould according to my 
promiſe , have ſerdowne ſuch ryles tor 
the condutt of our lwes, whileſt wee are 
heere, as might (being obferved) render 
{ u$perfcAly happy when we ſhould come 
\ tobe inhabicants in that our country. 
Theſe rules I meaned ſhould have 
compriſed within them all the vertyes, 
which may: bee well reduced into two. 
heads ; that 1s ro ſay, thoſe which have 
for their objc& rhe Divinity it ſelkz , and 


> and diſpoſing of our ations, 
* The principal! ones of the ht &inde, 
| arethoſe wee call the Theologicall ver- 
- rues, Faich, Hope,and Charity,whereotf, 
 thefirſt breeds in us a perfect reſignation 
of our underſtandings unto God , by af- 
ſenting with humillity and: conſtancy , 
withour doubt, or heſitation , unto thoſe 
'- truths which hee hath pleaſed to reveale 
_ tous for theſfalvation of our ſoules : the 
 ſegond makes us with patience and per- 
_— | - Yverance,: 
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ſeverance, continue inthe way of vertue; _ 
expecting to bee made pertakers ot: all 
thoſe bleflings .hee hath promiſed to his 
ſervants ; and the third cauſeth, an entire: 
unton.of our will with his, - whichis the: 
oreatelt heigth of Chriſtian perieQion,: 
and the aſſured meanes to atraine unto 
an everlaſting bliſle. 


Among thoſe of the ſecond kinde (be-*+ 
ing the morall vers ).the chiefeſt are, 
Prudence , Juſtice, Fortitude, and Tem-: - 
perance, (commonly called the 'Cardi-: } 
nall YVertues) which ſerve for the well or-:* 

dering and diſpoſing of all che faculties , 
paſſions, and affeions , of our; Soules. | 
Prudence , which ought ro preſide in all: | 
rhe conſultations of our ungderffanding; 1 
Juſtice , to governe all the reſolutions of: 
our wall ; Foryrude , to keepein-dae ſub-- 
jeRion the paſſions compri £d under the: 
generall notion of the 41raſcible-parr of: 
man; and Temperance ,.to bridle the ex. 
Orbirancle of our concupiſcences and af-% 
 T had intended. to havedeſcribed: aes 

- large 
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| B2 A Diſcourſe upon the 
| largethe Nature, and the quallities , of 
+ All theſe vertues, and ro have ſhewed, 
| howallthe other may be deduced out of 
| theſe (even, by reaſon of the connexi- 
on, and relation they have unto cach o- 
ther, and I had meant, inthe contexture 
_ ofthar Difcourle , to have ſer downe the. 
; Way, and meanes, to purge our Soules 
from all thc depraved inclinations , and 
| habits, which are oppoſite unto them, 
\ that being thereby cleanſed, from all the 
ruſt and filth of in, rhe y might become 
; capable ſuvje&s of Vela illuminated by 
the Divine'p race, and bee enabled co dif. 
- cover hisa mirable g oodneſſe, and per- 
| feions, whereon vn enamoured ,they 
; mighe't by fervent ads of charity unite 
| wilts entirelyunto his , and thereby 
mak untothe top of Chriſtian perfe&t- 
pon: which isthe aſſared meanes of being 
Happy inFrernity, 
tay Fhad intended, for (although I 
on foavs che inthe digeſting, and 
Tx otehis marter ) yet I was put unto 
Rand in he deſigne, by a —_ 
wRIC 


Waritee af PET Y 
Which 1 chanced ro make upon a wa 
of thar plorious Saint, and Dogvrit the * 
Charch of God , Saint Cypriins, who © 
writing unto ſame of the Etbmiths, couch- 
ing the lives and ſtudies of the Chriſti- 
ans ſpeakes thus , Phrloſopht fafiic monwer- 
bis ſam, nec magna loquimur, ſel Vivinite, = 
that js, wee are Philofophers 1h our aQi- 
Ons, not in our wordes, i do we pon] 
grearthings bur praRife chem, Icſecmes 
this holy man chought it much fierer for | 
a Chriſtian, to exerciſe himſelfe in ver- 
ruous aRions then in deſcribing the Ny- 
rure of the vertues, 

Now this ©  offo grave: 
verend @ Father of the Church , having 
at firft cauſed mee rodoubr, whether 28 
ſhould-proceed to perfeRi orice L | : 
had inhand; he ann rel tions 
Fas. ro 

11 a 
K., iis of Ore 
of wit and learning)'th T3 
being inhisold Agten 'R 
rours he had runne into (which nc. : 

followers . 
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and my 
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: followers be condemned as Hereticks Jhe 


| tothat purpoſe opening the booke , hee 


teares, which. rooke:from him the/uſe of 


#5 1: Diſcearſe 1p071 the | 


to expound ſome paſſage out of the Scrip- 


ture, forthe inſtruction of the peoplezand 


chaneed to light upon a paſlage 1 in the 
Pſalmes of David; wherein the holy Pro- 
pher ſpeaking of God, ſaith thus, Peccato- 
re dixtt, quare tu enarrds gloriam mean, & 
umis teſlamentum  meum:, ins 05 wy In 


F- Engliſh thus, He(meaning God) ſaid un- 
.to the ſinner , wherefore doſt thou ſhew 


forth my glory and doeit aſlume my-ceſta- 


ment into thy mouth. The pennirent;old 


man ;- taking. this reproote as ſpoken to 
hitaſcife .; bur torch, into a floud of 


ſpeech, ang. retiring-our of the Church; 
abandoned-all. rhe ay n-bey of reaching 
others;.tharhe might{pend che. ſhort re- 
mainder, of þis . litein che Kelorpwag of 
3 30 $a &2. > ? | 

: The reaſons whi ch prevailed ich this 
preat Door, hn wronghr che ſame cf- 


. > with mee, andE reſolved co quir.the 
farther 
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farther buſying of my ſelfe inan imploy-; 
ment, wherein I was forbidden'to med- * 
dle by reaſon of my. ſinnes ; and whichT 
was unable to pertforine , becauſc lam a : 
ſtranger.to the pra@iſe of thoſe verrues : 
I ſhould write of , and fo might jullily 
fcare that inconvenience would thereby 
happen, whercof wee are forewarned; 
by our Bleſſed Saviour in the Gofpell;,; 
ro wit, that if the blind ſhalllead: the * 
blind., they both will fall rogerher #n' 
Heere therefore I:give endto this Dil- 


colirſe, with this adyertiſmenr:onely un-' 


- 


ra-the pious Reader,thart if he thall deſire J 
to have his heart enflamed with the Di-: 
vine love, he muſt firſt neceflarily cleayft* 
it from all affeQions unto fading , and! 
tranſitory things, Suetonizs inthe lives! of 
the twelve firli Cefars, relates; tharwhen 
rhebody of the Emperour7icmwasplaced 
in the Funerall pile, ro be canſumedi with 
fire (according to the cuſtome of thole 
times } his heater: (-after his body was r6 
guced into aſhes) did many rimes ſpring 
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Gn: aribboi ar laſt ope- 
Li the ſures .cndbeingsr lat - 
ſe ofthe accident, it was found-ro-bee 
- Sallidfpoyſon ; which hindred the ope- 
| ation of tis fireapon i ir. . Even ſo = 
Jo tes , while 'they continue fraught 
ith x: :che- tnordinare / love of .car he 
gs (which are the mortall poiſon of 
©} refift: the inſpiration 'of the = 
JolySpixir, and ſufferinot themſelves ro 
x inflamed by the Cecleftiall fire of cha- 
Mtiey, which he doth never faile ro kindls | 
4 liſthoſe hearts are fitredtoreceive it.; IN 
A The cendbeſt way forithe:: devont Rea- 
; Ir toffee this: iswhdlly 10; inploy. 
Incl eedlerion "fiudics ; ini che :ton- 


ioritipolt/ Ererniry ry, wher-. 
he n + erdowney Lihen deſire, 
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mes, endibeing at laſt ope- 
& who har ebyrd.ak : 
[cofthe accident, ut was found/to bee 
Itdfpoyfon ; which hindred the ope- 
tion ofthe fire upon yc.. Even ſo our 
t utes , while :they continue fraught 
1b tnordinare / love of .carthly. 
s (which are the mortall poiſon of 
| 1 apmerr' the: inſpiration 'of the 
rit, arid ſuferinot chemſelves to 
be bled by:the. Ecleftiall fire .of cha- 
, which he doth never faile ro kindle 
iſthaſe beers are filrectoreceive i K 
torithe' devont Rea- 


dErcrijry $ wher- 


